Macbeth: Summaries & Notes
Act I, Scene I (p. 11)
Main Characters: Three Witches

Setting: a desert place 

Plot: They plan to meet with Macbeth after the battle.

Significant Moment: Witches’ Warning: “Fair is foul and foul is fair” indicating that good and evil are reversed.

Quote:
“Fair is foul and foul is fair” (l.11)

Character Traits: Malice, evil.

Theme: Appearances can be deceiving.

Act 1, Scene 2 (p.12)
Main Characters: King Duncan, Sergeant, Ross 

Setting: Scottish Battlefield

Plot: The traitorous Thane of Cawdor has been captured.  King Duncan plans to confer the title of Thane of Cawdor upon battle worthy, noble, honourable, valiant, brave, heroic Macbeth. 

Significant Moment: Occurred when Duncan made the decision to grant the title to Macbeth.

Quote:
 “What he hath lost, noble Macbeth hath won.”
(Line 76)




Character Traits: noble, brave, honourable, heroic, valiant - Macbeth

Act 1, Scene 3 (p.15)
Main Characters: Witches, Macbeth, Banquo

Setting: Barrens

Plot: (1) Witches’ Prophecies:  Witches plant the seed of ambition within Macbeth by tempting him with three future titles: Thane of Cawdor, Thane of Glamis, King of Scotland.  They also prophesize that Banquo’s line will bear kings.

(2) King Duncan bestows the title of Thane of Cawdor upon Macbeth.  Macbeth’s father dies and he inherits the title, Thane of Glamis. (2 of Witches’ Prophesies come true)

Significant Moment: Occurs when Macbeth realizes that three people must die in order for him to inherit the Crown of Scotland : King Duncan and his two sons/heirs: Malcolm and Donalbain.

Quotes:
 (1) “If good, why do I yield to that suggestion/ Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair/And make my seated heart knock at my ribs, / Against the use of nature?” (Lines 146-9) – Macbeth is horrified to think of killing anyone to get ahead.

(2) “If chance will have me King/ Why chance may crown me/ Without my stir.” (Lines 156-8) – Macbeth admits that he will only become King if it occurs by chance.

Character Traits: Macbeth – moral, loyal

Act 1,  Scene 4 (p. 21)
Main Characters: King Duncan and Macbeth

Setting: King Duncan’s palace

Plot: (1) King Duncan bestows upon his eldest son, Malcolm, the title of Prince of Cumberland.

(2) King Duncan warmly greets  Macbeth and Banquo and is invited to Inverness, Macbeth’s castle.

Significant Moment: Occurs when Macbeth notes that Malcolm is a definite obstacle en route to the throne.

Quotes:
(1.) “The service and the loyalty I owe, / In doing it, pays itself.” (Lines 25-6) – Macbeth is insincere when he tells King Duncan that being loyal to the King is gift enough.

(2.) “Stars, hides your fires!/Let not light see my black and deep desires./ The eye wink at the hand, yet let that be/ Which the eye fears, when it is done to see.” (Lines 56-61) – Macbeth recognizes that his ambition is dark.  He truly wants to be King, but can only do so if Duncan and his heirs are killed.  Macbeth does not want light to be shed on his dark  desires.

Character Traits: Macbeth as disloyal, insincere, crafty, manipulative, sly, Machiavellian

Act 1, Scene 5 (p.23)
Main Characters: Lady Macbeth, alone at first, and then joined by Macbeth 

Setting: Inverness, Macbeth’s Scottish castle

Plot: (1) Lady Macbeth receives a letter from Macbeth outlining his encounter with the witches.  She is excited about Macbeth’s potential kingship, and indicates her murderous intent.

(2) Macbeth arrives, and Lady Macbeth confirms that King Duncan will die.

Significant Moment: Occurs when Lady Macbeth asks the spirits to remove her soft feminine side so that she will feel no remorse in the killing of Duncan.

Quotes:
 (1) “Yet I do fear thy nature. /It is too full of the milk of human kindness/ To catch the nearest way.” (Lines 14-6) Lady Macbeth comments in a soliloquy (to herself) that Macbeth is too sweet, kind and loyal to kill his beloved King Duncan.

(2) “Come, you spirits/ That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, from the Crown to the toe, top-full/ Of direst cruelty!” (Lines 43-6).  Lady Macbeth acknowledges that she is colder/harder than Macbeth, and can be further unsexed to commit a calculated murder.

(3) “Your face, my Thane, is a book where men / May read strange matters.” (Lines 69-70). Lady Macbeth criticises her husband as he lacks a poker face as his feelings are written all over his face.

(4) “Look like the innocent flower, /But be the serpent under it.”(Lines 72-3). Lady Macbeth advises her husband to mask his feelings.








Character Traits: Lady Macbeth is cold-hearted, practical, murderous, ambitious, critical, evil, conniving, controlling, manipulative.

Act 1, Scene 6 (p.26)
Main Characters: King Duncan, Lady Macbeth

Setting: Inverness

Plot: Lady Macbeth welcomes King Duncan and Banquo

Significant Moment: Irony: King Duncan comments on how welcoming and pleasant Inverness castle is, yet it will soon be the site of his murder.

Character Traits: King Duncan as loyal, trusting, naive; Lady Macbeth as manipulative, murderous.
Act 1, Scene 7 (p.28)
Main Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth

Setting: Inverness

Plot: (1) Lady Macbeth chastises Macbeth for his lack of courage.  She doesn’t think he can kill King Duncan.

(2) Lady Macbeth hatches the plan to get Duncan’s guards drunk, use their daggers to kill him, return their daggers to them thereby framing them for the King’s murder.

Significant Moment: Occurs when Lady Macbeth admits to possessing the ability to murder her young if she had sworn to do so.

Quotes:
(1) He’s here in double trust: /First, as I am his kinsman and his subject, /Strong both against the deed.  Then, as his host, /Who should against his murderer shut the door, /Not bear the knife myself.” (Lines 12-6). Macbeth acknowledges his fiduciary duty to King Duncan and winces at the thought of killing him. Macbeth as still weak.


(2) “I have no spur/ To prick the sides of my intent, but only/ Vaulting ambition, which overleaps itself/ And falls on the other.” (Lines 25-8).  Macbeth admits that his ambition to be King is spurring him to dangerous thoughts.  Macbeth as deceitful.

(3) “I would, while it was smiling in my face, /Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums/ And dashed the brains out had I sworn/ As you have done to this.” (Lines 61-4).  Lady Macbeth criticises Macbeth as a man who cannot keep his word.  She needles him and says that even she, had she promised, would kill her own child.  Lady Macbeth as sterile, murderous, and controlling.

(4) “False face must hide what the false heart doth know.” (Line 92). Macbeth admits that he has to hide his true intentions behind a mask.  Shows he’s conniving. 







Act  2, Scene 1 (p.35)
Main Characters: Banquo and Macbeth

Setting: Inverness

Plot: (1) Banquo admits to Macbeth that he cannot stop thinking about the witches’ prophesies.  Macbeth denies that he is thinking about them.  He lies to save face/look innocent.

(2) Alone, Macbeth hallucinates that he sees the murderous dagger floating before him.

Significant Moment: Macbeth occurs that King Duncan will die.

Quotes:
(1) “Is this a dagger I see before me, / The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee. / I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.” (Lines 41-3).  Macbeth begins to hallucinate about the murder weapon.  He has a guilty conscience. 

(2) “The bell invites me. / Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a knell/ That summons thee to heaven, or to hell.”(Lines 70-2). Macbeth has confirmed that King Duncan will die tonight in Macbeth’s home.

Character Traits: Macbeth as uncertain, practical, cold.

Act 2 , Scene 2 (p.38)
Main Characters: Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

Setting: Inverness

Plot: (1) Macbeth admits to murdering Duncan.

(2) Lady Macbeth compliments his “noble strength” and returns to the scene to plant the bloody daggers on the guards.

Significant Moment: Macbeth admits to murder.

Quotes:
(1) “I have done the deed.” (Line 17). Macbeth honestly admits to murdering the King.

(2) “This is a sorry sight.” (Line 27). Macbeth looks at his bloody hands expressing remorse for his crime.







Act  2, Scene 3 (p.41)
Main Characters: Macduff, Macbeth, Donalbain, Malcolm

Setting: Inverness

Plot: (1) Macduff finds the King murdered.

(2) Macbeth kills the guards out of alleged loyalty and rage.

(3) Lady Macbeth faints and has to be carried away.  Shows she is not as strong as she indicated earlier.

(4) Malcolm and Donalbain, the King’s sons, flee to England and Ireland, respectively.

Significant Moment: Occurs when Malcolm and Donalbain decide to flee as they do not trust their father’s advisors.

Quotes:
 (1) “The spring, the head, the fountain of your blood/ Is stopped, the very source of it is stopped.” (Lines 104-5).  Macbeth tells Malcolm and Donalbain that their father, King Duncan, is dead.  Macbeth is false/ pretentious.

(2) “Let’s away, /Our tears are not yet brewed.” (Lines 133-4). Donalbain suggest that they flee before they even mourn their father.  They are next in line to the throne and are therefore in imminent danger.

(3) “Where we are, there’s daggers in men’s smiles. / The near in blood, the nearer bloody.” (Lines 157-8).  Donalbain is practical.  Since their father was killed in the palace of a trusted and loyal subject, the boys cannot trust anyone.  
 






Act II, Scene 4  (p.47)
Main Characters: Macduff and Ross
Setting: outside Inverness
Quotes:
 1. “Malcolm and Donalbain, the King’s two sons, / Are stolen away and fled, which puts upon them/ Suspicion of the deed.” (Lines 33-35). Macduff notes King’s sons have fled. Macduff is wise/practical.

2. “The sovereignty will fall upon Macbeth.”(Line 39.)  Ross notes that now Macbeth will be King.

Plot: 1. Macduff tells Ross that suspicion for King Duncan’s murders lay on his two sons, Malcolm and Donalbain.

2. Macbeth has been chosen as the new King, but Macduff chooses not to attend his coronation.  Instead he returns home to Fife.

Significant Moment: Macduff chooses to return home despite Macbeth’s coronation.

Act III, Scene 1 (p.53)
Main Characters: Macbeth, Banquo 
Setting: King’s palace

Plot:  1.Banquo fears Macbeth has killed King Duncan, but gets solace from knowing his bloodline will eventually produce royal heirs.

2.Alone, Macbeth worries over the witches’ prophecy that Banquo will produce royal lineage.  Macbeth plots to kill Banquo and Fleance.

Significant Moment: Macbeth confirms that Banquo, his supposed best friend, must die.
Quotes:
 1.”Our fears in Banquo stick deep, / And in his royalty of nature reigns / That which would be feared.” (Lines 55-57).  Macbeth fears Banquo’s prophesy. Macbeth is paranoid.

2. “Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown / And put a barren sceptre in my gripe / Thence to be wrenched with an unlineal hand, / No son of mine succeeding.”  (Lines 67-70).  Macbeth confirms his death will end his royal tenure. Macbeth shows he is practical.

3. “Banquo, thy soul’s flight, / If it find heaven, must find it out tonight.”  (Lines 162-3). Macbeth is definitive as he confirms that Banquo must die.



Act III, Scene 2 (p.58)
Main Characters: Lady Macbeth, Macbeth
Setting: Inverness
Plot: 1.Lady Macbeth does not feel at peace despite Macbeth having acquired the throne.

2.Macbeth confirms that Banquo is concerning him.  Both resolve “to put on a happy face”.

Significant Moment: Macbeth expresses concern about Banquo. As well, Macbeth decides to make plans without consulting his wife.
Quote:
1.“Make our faces vizards to our hearts, / Disguising what they are.” (Lines 39-40)
Act III, Scene 3 (p.60)
Main Characters: Banquo, Fleance, 3 murderers
Setting: park near palace
Plot: Three murderers descend on Banquo and Fleance.  Banquo is killed; Fleance escapes.
Significant Moment: Fleance escapes.
Quote:
1.”We have lost best half of our affair.” (Lines 31-2).  Murderers confirm that Fleance has fled.

Act III, Scene 4 (p.62)
Main Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, guests, Banquo’s ghost
Setting: King’s palace
Plot: 1.To celebrate his coronation, Macbeth invites guests to his home for dinner, however he acts erratically when he twice sees Banquo’s ghost.

2. Macbeth is fearful when he learns that Fleance has escaped, and plans to visit the Weird Sisters for more “advice”.

3. Due to Macbeth’s loss of composure, Lady Macbeth asks their guests to leave.

Significant Moment: Banquo’s ghost appearing – twice.
Quotes:
 1. “There the grown serpent lies.  The worm that’s fled/ Hath nature that in time will venom breed, / No teeth or the present.”  (Lines 34-6).  Macbeth comments that the serpent, Banquo, is dead. But the worm, Fleance lives, and remains a threat.

2. “I am in blood / Stepped in so far that, should I wade no more, / Returning were as tedious as go over.” (Lines 162-4).  Macbeth is so deeply involved in deceit and murder that he cannot return to the side of innocence.
Act III, Scene 5 (p.68)
Main Characters: Hecate, Queen of the witches and the Weird Sisters
Setting: woods
Plot: 1.Hecate is upset with the witches for confronting Macbeth without her.
2.Her revenge: she will destroy Macbeth by filling him with over-confidence.

Significant Moment: Hecate’s decision to ruin Macbeth.
Quotes:
1.Hecate notes that “security is mortals’ chief enemy”. (Lines 32-3). Hecate is bad to the bone.
Act III, Scene 6 (p.70)
Main Characters: Sarcastic Lennox and Lord
Setting: woods near King Macbeth’s castle
Plot: 1.Lennox and another Lord recount sarcastically how “noble” Macbeth is responsible for the murders of Duncan and Banquo.  They are relieved that Malcolm and Donalbain have escaped.

2.They note that Macduff has fled to England to join Malcolm in rounding up an army to rid Scotland of evil Macbeth’s tyranny.

Significant Moment: Knowledge that Macduff has joined forces with Duncan’s son in plans to return to Scotland to free her from an evil dictator.
Act IV, Scene 1 (p.75)
Main Characters: witches, Macbeth, 3 apparitions, Banquo’s ghost
Setting: cave
Plot:
1.Witches concoct brew and prepare an evil spell.

2.Three apparitions/visions appear to Macbeth:

(i) an armed head – “beware the Thane of Fife”

(ii) a bloody child – “none of woman born shall harm Macbeth”

(iii) a child crowned with a tree in his hand – Macbeth is safe until ”Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill shall come against him”
3.Banquo’s ghost appears toasting eight Kings.

4.Macbeth learns that Macduff has fled to England and resolves to murder his entire family.

Significant Moments: 1.Foreshadowing provided by the three apparitions.

2.Macbeth’s decision to annihilate the Macduff’s.

Quotes:
 1.”Double, double, toil and trouble, / Fire burn and cauldron bubble.” (Lines 10-11.) Evil Witches’ famous chant.





2. Warning #1: “Beware the Thane of Fife.”(Line 79).  Macbeth fears Macduff.
3. Warning #2: “For none of woman born / Shall harm Macbeth.” (Lines 88-9) Macbeth is confident that he will survive as he had a mother.
4.Warnning #3: “Macbeth shall never vanquished be, until / Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill/ Shall come against him.” (Lines 101-3). Macbeth is confident that the forest would not move to the castle – a ludicrous suggestion.



5.”From this moment / The very firstlings of my heart shall be / The firstlings of my hand.  And even 

now, To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done!” (Lines 161-4). 

Macbeth admits he will not think, just do.  He is desperate, scared and impulsive.
Act IV, Scene 2 (p.81)
Main Characters: Lady Macduff, her son, murderers
Setting: Fife, Macduff’s castle
Plot: 1.Lady Macduff is upset that her beloved husband has suddenly left home.  She sulks.
2.She teases her son that his Dad is dead since he left them so suddenly.  But her smart little guy realizes that she would be sobbing in grief if that were the case.

3. The Macduff’s are brutally attacked by murderers and the innocent son is killed.  His mother is soon to follow.

Significant Moment: Macduff’s son is brutally murdered and his wife is chased by murderers. (foreshadowing)
Quotes:
 1.“Wisdom? To leave his wife, to leave his babes, / His mansion, his titles, in a place / From whence himself does fly?  He loves us not -”(Lines 8-11). Lady Macduff sooks that Macduff has only just returned home to leave again.  She is a loving wife and mother.

2. “He has killed me, Mother. / Run away, I pray you!” says Macduff’s son before he dies. (Lines 7-8)

Act IV, Scene 3 (p.84)
Main Characters: Malcolm and Macduff

Setting: England, before King’s palace

Plot: 1.Macduff flees Scotland and arrives in England pleading with Malcolm to return to Scotland to overthrow the evil Macbeth.

2.At first, Malcolm does not trust Macduff, and views him as Macbeth’s ally.  It’s not until an emotional plea by Macduff that Malcolm trusts him as a man of integrity.  They agree to join forces and return.

3. Macduff learns of the brutal attack on his family.  Malcolm advises him to turn his tears to revenge. 

Significant Moment:

Malcolm learns to trust Macduff.
Quotes:
1. “This tyrant, whose sole name blisters our tongues, /Was once thought honest.” (Lines 14-16). Malcolm is wise; He notes that Macbeth is a tyrant.

2.  “Not in the legions/ Of horrid hell can come a devil more damned/ In evils to top Macbeth.” (Lines 63-65).  Macduff is so angry that re refers to Macbeth as a “devil more damned in evils”. 
3. “I grant him bloody, / Luxurious, avaricious, false, deceitful, / Sudden, malicious, smacking of every sin/ That has a name.” (Lines 66-69). Malcolm wishes the worst, most torturous death to Macbeth. Malcolm is filled with vengeance 
4. “Your castle is surprised, your wife and babes/ Savagely slaughtered.”  (Lines 233-234). Macduff learns that his family has been slaughtered. Loving Macduff is in shock.
5. “Be comforted. / Let’s make us medicines of our great revenge, / To cure this deadly grief.” (Lines 246-247).  Wise Malcolm advises Macduff not to grieve, but to seek revenge. 
6. “Macbeth is ripe for shaking, and the Powers above/ Put on their instruments.” (Lines 270-273). Malcolm resolved that Macbeth must be shaken from his perch. 
Act V, Scene 1 (p.93)
Main Characters: Lady Macbeth, doctor, her attendant 

Setting: Dunsinane, King Macbeth’s castle

the murders of noble King Duncan and Banquo. 

Plot: 1.The doctor is called to observe Lady Macbeth’s erratic sleepwalking behaviour.

2.Both the doctor and the attendant overhear Lady Macbeth’s ramblings about details of several crimes, including 

Significant Moment:  Occurs when Lady Macbeth, who is trying to remove an imagined blood stain from her hand, admits in her trance that she and Macbeth are responsible for the deaths of Duncan and Banquo. 

Quote: (1) “Out damned spot.” (Line 30).   Lady Macbeth is revealed as fragile.  Her sleepwalking is filled with guilt over the murder of King Duncan.
Act V, Scene 2 (p.96)
Main Characters: Scottish army

Setting: countryside, near Dunsinane 

Plot: 1. A Scottish army is en route to Birnam Wood to meet up with English forces in an attempt to overthrow Macbeth.

 2. An officer notes that those still loyal to Macbeth are simply fearful of his wrath.

Significant Moment: Several forces are joining together to rid Scotland of its tyrant.
Quote: “Now does he feel his title / Hang loose about him, like a giant’s robe/ Upon a dwarfish thief.” (Lines 23-5). Angus, a defender of Duncan, Macduff’s family, and Scotland, derides Macbeth commenting that his title as King is slipping from him.  Macbeth’s end is near.
Act V, Scene 3 (p.98)
Main Characters: Macbeth, doctor

Setting: Dunsinane, King Macbeth’s castle

Plot: 1.Arrogant Macbeth does not care that his nobles are deserting him as he is still guided by the evil prophesies.  He believes that he cannot be defeated.
2.He is not fearful of the approaching army.
Significant Moment: Occurs when Macbeth recognizes that he has nothing of value in his advanced age: no love, no honour, no friends.

Quotes:
1. “And that which shall accompany old age,/ As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends, / I must not look to have.”
 (Lines 27-29).  Macbeth has lost everything: reputation, honour, friends.  He is honest.

           

Act V, Scene 4 (p.100)
Main Characters: Malcolm and his posse

Setting: country near Birnam Wood

Plot: 1. Malcolm orders the British forces to cut the branches from the trees of Birnam Wood and use them as camouflage as they approach Dunsinane. 

Significant Moment: Using branches as camouflage to fulfil the third apparition/warning– “till Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill shall come against him”

Act V, Scene 5 (p.102)
Main Character: Macbeth
Setting: within Dunsinane Castle
Plot: 1.Macbeth learns that Lady Macbeth is dead.  He does not mourn her, but laments on the meaningless of life.
 2.He feels secure about the impending battle, until he hears that Great Birnam Wood is marching towards Dunsinane – “a moving grove” p.103, l.42.
Significant Moment: Occurs when Macbeth learns of Lady Macbeth’s death.  His famous soliloquy compares life to a “brief candle”.
Quotes:










1.”Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, / Creeps in this petty pace from day to day/ To the last syllable of recorded time, / And all our yesterdays have lighted fools/ The way to dusty death.  Out, Out, brief candle!/ Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player,/ That struts and frets his hour upon the stage/ And then is heard no more.  It is a tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,/ Signifying nothing.” (Lines 21-30).  Macbeth’s famous soliloquy, upon learning of Lady’s Macbeth’s suicide, where he calmly states that life is meaningless. He is resigned to the fact that we all live, yell, laugh, hurt, die, and turn to dust. 

Act V, Scene 6 (p.104)
Main Characters: Malcolm, Macduff, army
Setting: country near Birnam Wood

Plot: 1. The soldiers are ordered to drop their boughs and commence their attack on Macbeth’s castle.  The third apparition (a child crowned with a tree in his hand and its associated warning have come true:  “Macbeth shall never vanquished be, until / Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill / Shall come against him.” Act 4, Scene 1, Lines 101-3)
Significant Moment: Attack orders given.
Act V, Scene 7 (p.105)
Main Character: Macbeth
Setting: before Dunsinane Castle 
Plot: 1. Macbeth leaves his castle and slays Young Siward.
Significant Moment: Macbeth leaves his castle to fight to the death, while his castle surrenders.
Quote:
1. “The devil himself could not pronounce a title/ More hateful to mine ear.” (Lines 10-11). Fearless Young Siward mocks Macbeth’s name as more hateful than the devil. 
Act V, Scene 8 (p.107)
Main Characters: Macbeth, Macduff, King Malcom
Setting: country near Birnam Wood

Plot: 1. Macduff tells Macbeth that Macduff was “untimely ripped” from his mother’s womb, and therefore not born of woman.  The shaken Macbeth is then slain and beheaded by Macduff.
 2. Malcolm is hailed as the rightful King of Scotland and promises to restore order to the country.
Significant Moment: Occurs when Macduff, the Thane of Fife,  announces to a visibly shaken Macbeth that he was not born of woman, but delivered by a Caesarian section.

Quotes:
 1. “Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb/ Untimely ripped.”  (Lines 19-20).  Macduff, the Thane of Fife, gleefully shocks Macbeth when he states that Macduff was not born naturally of woman; Instead he was untimely ripped via Caesarian section from his mother’s womb.  The first apparition and warning (an armed head – “Beware the Thane of Fife”) and the second apparition and warning  (a bloody child – “for none born/Shall harm Macbeth”) have come true.

2. “Hail, King of Scotland!” (Line 70). Malcolm is restored as rightful King of Scotland.  Order is restored.
3. “My Thanes and kinsmen, / Henceforth be Earls, the first that ever Scotland/ In such an honour named.” (Lines 74-76). Grateful Malcolm bestows upon his loyal thanes and kinsmen, the new title of “Earls”.
 Malcolm promises that all of “butcher” Macbeth’s accomplices, will be brought to justice (Line 81).
Literary Elements in Macbeth
1. Outline of Dramatic Action

Exposition

: witches and Lady Macbeth spur Macbeth’s ambition

Rising Action
: Duncan is murdered, others are murdered to secure Macbeth’s position

Climax

: The escape of Fleance, the avengers arm themselves

Falling Action
: certain prophecies realized, Macbeth defends his castle

Catastrophe
: Macbeth faces certain death rather than yield

2. Climax
The murder of Banquo and the escape of Fleance

3. Conflict – the clash of opposing forces
(a) External – Macbeth vs. Lady Macbeth (a clash of wills)

· Macbeth vs. Macduff ( a physical clash)
(b) Internal – Macbeth’s inner struggle, especially before and after Duncan’s murder. Also after the murder of Banquo
4. Atmosphere
The atmosphere that pervades the play is one of horror and evil. The following elements help to create and intensify the atmosphere:

i. The witches – In scene 1 they immediately establish the atmosphere

ii. The dark settings help establish and maintain atmosphere

iii. The imagery associated with blood and darkness

iv. The murders

v. The air-drawn daggers

vi. Banquo’s murder and his ghost(element of supernatural)

vii. The apparitions

viii. The supernatural happenings

5. Settings that are dark and gloomy
1. The opening setting – a desert place – thunder and lightening and the witches. First time Macbeth meets the witches – on the heath – again thunder and lightening. Second time – a dark cavern

2. Before and during the murder of Duncan – Macbeth’s courtyard – dimly lit, dark and damp.

Importance: 
i.  To create and convey a horrifying and evil atmosphere


         

ii.  To create suitable settings to do evil deeds


         

iii. To intensify the themes


         

iv. To makes the action more dramatic
6. The importance of the beginning of the play – up to the end of act 1

1. The establishment of the horrifying and evil atmosphere – created largely through the witches (symbol of evil). Also through blood and darkness

2. Introduced to the major character – Macbeth

3. Macbeth’s finer qualities stressed – becomes tragic figure

4. The major conflict is introduced – Macbeth’s decision to kill Duncan. Note his internal conflict.
5. Establishes the setting – Scotland in the 10th A.D.
7. Important soliloquies

A soliloquy is a speech made by an actor when he is alone on stage. It has three purposes: to reveal the character, to advance the plot, and to create atmosphere.

The major soliloquies of Macbeth are:

1. Act 1, scene 7: Gives his reason for killing Duncan. Only reason is his “vaulting ambition”

2. Act 2, scene 1: The dagger soliloquy – sees an imaginary dagger – he hallucinates – shows the inner turmoil Macbeth is experiencing

3. Act 3, scene 1:The Banquo soliloquy – fears Banquo – might know too much – also doesn’t want Banquo’s descendents to become kings. 

4. Act 5, scene 3: Sums up the tragedy of his existence. Sees the price he has paid for the crown. Tone of bleak despair

5. Act 5, scene 5: Brings out the emptiness of life and the littleness of man.

8. Elements of the Supernatural
1. Witches and their prophesies                                  
2. apparitions(p. 133-134)

3. unnatural happenings(p. 106 lines 55-62(bird)), p. 111 lines 5-20(horses)

4. appearance of the dagger, Banquo’s ghost

9. Dramatic Irony
Macbeth has many examples of irony. The key ones are:

1. Duncan’s remarks about Macbeth (Scene 4, p.90). An ironic reading of Macbeth’s character.

2. Duncan’s comments on Macbeth’s castle as he arrives for the visit (Scene 6, p.94) and his remarks about Lady Macbeth (p.95)

3. The porter scene in which the Porter pretends to be the porter of Hell (Scene 3, p. 104)

4. Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking scene.

5. Revelation of the apparitions and their double sense.

6. Banquo’s promise to be at the banquet.

The significance of the Irony:

1. enhances the character

2. helps to create sympathy in the audience

3. furthers the action

4. brings the audience in closer contact with the action

5. helps to further the idea “Fair is foul and foul is fair.”
10. Themes
1. “Absolute power corrupts absolutely.” When Macbeth became King of Scotland, he slaughtered all who stood in his way.  He ruled in his own interest, not in the interests of Scotland.  He had his best friend, Banquo, murdered.  He had the innocent wife and children of Macduff murdered.  He did not even mourn when his wife committed suicide.

2. “Ambition can corrupt otherwise good and noble people, leading them to disastrous results.” Macbeth knows his actions are wrong, but this does not stop him from killing Duncan and his guards, framing Malcolm and Donalbain, killing Banquo, and slaughtering Macduff’s family, all to obtain and preserve his kingly status.  His dark ambition, combined with his arrogance, results in his ultimate downfall.  (Ambition also leads to the downfall of Lady Macbeth, for ultimately, she comes undone.)  
3. “Appearances can be deceiving” – “Fair is foul and foul is fair”. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth initially appear as perfect noble hosts, but they are truly deceitful, conniving, ambitious murderers.  They recognize that they have to mask their evil intent so as not to arouse suspicion. They frame the guards for Duncan’s murder, wash the blood from their hands, don their nightclothes, pretend to be sleeping when the King’s murder occurs, appear shocked that he has been killed, slay the guards in overwrought passion and anger, frame Malcolm and Donalbain, accept the Crown, plan and execute the murder of Banquo (and Fleance), plan and execute the murder of the Macduff’s, etc.  Are these honourable and kingly actions?
4. “The deceivers are also self-deceived.”  Macbeth is a great deceiver who lies to preserve his kingship.  But through his stalwart belief in the witches’ prophecies, he blindly convinces himself that he is almost immortal and definitely not expendable.
11. Nature
The Elizabethan idea of nature: The people of Shakespeare’s time believed that everything - the outside world, human beings- followed a natural order.  Therefore, the sun rose in the morning and set at night, winter followed summer, health and light were more frequent than disease and darkness, fathers obeyed sons, and servants obeyed masters.  As a result, when one kind of disruption of nature occurred, others were sure to follow.  Therefore, the presence of witches (the unnatural) at the beginning of the play, along with their repeated statement that “fair is foul and foul is fair”, clearly indicate that nature has already been disrupted.  Macbeth disrupts it further by killing Duncan.  Scotland then seems to fall apart: bad weather, shaking earth, unnatural births.  The restoration of order only occurs when Macbeth, the source of the disruption is killed, and Malcolm, the rightful King is returned to the throne.

12. Images

1. Darkness: symbolic of the depressing and evil atmosphere in the play.  The Macbeth’s rely on darkness to hide their actions when they kill Duncan.  Images associated with night or darkness are significant. Some examples:

i. All the significant scenes take place during darkness or in some dark place – the dagger scene, Duncan’s murder, Banquo’s murder, Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking scene

ii. The witches dance during the darkness of the storm in that dark place on the heath. The second meeting is in a dark cavern.

iii. Macbeth asks the stars to hide their light so that his “black desires” cannot be revealed.

iv. Lady Macbeth calls on thick night to come clothed in the blackest smoke of Hell

2. Disease: symbolic of both Macbeth’s sick and unnatural thoughts and acts AND the decrepit/dying state of Scotland with Macbeth at its helm.

3. Sleep: sleep is considered a natural, peaceful and healing part of human life, but by killing Duncan, “Macbeth hath murdered sleep”.  He has both disrupted nature (the natural order of things) and he has also ruined the possibilities of peace for Scotland.  As well, Lady Macbeth is profoundly affected by sleep (or lack thereof!)

The imagery is important for several reasons.

i. acts an aid in creating and sustaining a horrifying and evil atmosphere

ii. gives strength to the theme

iii. makes the crimes more horrifying

iv. adds to the poetic and dramatic effectiveness of the play

4. Blood: is considered natural while contained within the body, but unnatural when spilling outside of it.  The several references of blood add to the atmosphere of evil and horror within Scotland.  It also adds to the Macbeth’s sense of guilt.  Macbeth feels guilt initially, while Lady Macbeth feels it towards the end of the play.  At different points within the play, they each feel that their respective hands will never be free/clean of the blood they have shed.

Those images associated with blood are used extensively. From the entrance of the bleeding soldier with his story of bloody execution to the end of the play, blood is paramount. Some examples:

i. Macbeth is covered with blood after Duncan’s murder

ii. Before the murder Macbeth imagines the dagger covered with blood

iii. The murderer appears at the door with blood on his face

iv. Banquo’s corpse has 20 gashes on his head and is “blood bolter’d”
v. Blood spots on Lady Macbeth’s hands in the sleepwalking scene

vi. Scotland is described as a bleeding country – and every day a new gash is added

vii. Macbeth says he is wading in blood

13. Macbeth as a Tragic Hero
As the play begins, Macbeth has a very favorable image. He has been very successful in battle. He is referred to as “brave Macbeth”, “valiant cousin”, “noble Macbeth” and “Bellona’s bridegroom.” (Scene 2).
We detect his ambition to be king when he “startled” after hearing the witches hail him as “king thereafter”. Upon receiving the news that he has been named Thane of Cawdor, he has images of murdering Duncan. However, he decides to let fate have its way, since the images are revolting.
Gradually, his ambition overcomes his finer nature. When Duncan names Malcolm, Prince of Cumberland, Macbeth realizes that he must take action himself. “Stars hide your fires, let not light see my dark and deep desires.”

After Duncan’s arrival at Macbeth’s castle, Macbeth seems to master his ambition because of his fears of the consequences. He resolves not to kill the king. But his resolve is weak. He changes his mind when Lady Macbeth calls him a coward and questions his love for her. Although his mind is in turmoil and he suffers an intense internal conflict (the dagger scene), he proceeds to murder the King.
After Duncan’s murder, Macbeth’s degeneration is rapid. At first he regrets Duncan’s murder both for his own sake and for Duncan’s. “Wake Duncan with thy knocking. I wish thou coulds’t.” However, he does not correct his ways. Motivated by fear, he murders the guards.
The tragedy in Macbeth is continued as he plots to kill Banquo, a life-long friend. Now Macbeth can murder on his own without any prodding from Lady Macbeth. Macbeth cannot satisfy his guilty conscience and nearly reveals himself and his secret at the banquet.
After having killed Banquo and having seen the witches a second time, he demonstrates the extent of his depravity by saying that he would act without thinking (reasoning). This leads to his most brutal act – the murder of Lady Macduff and her children.
Once he has carried out this murder, his conscience goes to sleep, and ghosts and voices no longer torment him. Only when he meets Macduff at the end of his wretched life does he feel twinges of conscience again: “But get thee back, my soul is too much charg’d/With blood of thine already.” He does recognize, however, the results of his mistakes. Life offers him nothing. Life is but a “brief candle”, and “a walking shadow”. “I have lived long enough; my way of life is fallen into the sear”, he comments. Macbeth is a tragic figure – he failed to live up to the greatness within him; he was tempted; and he fell.  

Tragic Hero: Basically good; has some flaw that brings about his downfall; and usually recognizes his mistakes too late and learns by it. Stumbling block: Duncan’s announcement that Malcolm will be his successor (Not Macbeth)

14. Lady Macbeth
Lady Macbeth’s first words in the play, after she has read Macbeth’s letter about the witches, reveal the iron determination and strength of will that are her dominant characteristics. She is ambitious for him, not for herself.

Her invocation to the powers of evil and darkness may be interpreted as showing that normally she is not the fierce and cruel woman she wants to be. She is unable to commit the murder because the king resembles her father and prior to the murder of Duncan she has to drink to giver her nerve. This helps us to understand her inability to cope later in the play.

Her major role occurs when Macbeth decides not to go ahead with the murder. She gets him to act by questioning his love and by calling him a coward. She, too, decides on the plan for murdering Duncan.

Unlike Macbeth, she does not share a vivid imagination. She does not share in her husband’s sense of remorse. She carries the daggers to Duncan’s chamber. She thinks that a little water will clear them of the deed.

However, she becomes disillusioned early. “Naughts had; all’s spent”, she utters. She and Macbeth grow farther apart. He no longer needs her as he plans for the murder of Banquo.

In the banquet scene, her love for Macbeth enables her to make a final and valiant effort to save him. She makes up an excuse for his behavior.

Lady Macbeth appears for the last time in the sleepwalking scene. Her will is broken. She is overcome by a tortured conscience. In her isolation and anguish, she speaks of the three great crimes. She is now helpless, guilt ridden, and frightened of the dark. Such a contrast between the woman with such a strong will in the first act and the shattered being in the fifth act. Unable to endure her sufferings, she commits suicide. What irony!

15. Motivation – Why they do what they do

A) Kills Duncan – to become king – motivated by his ambition and influenced by witches and by Lady Macbeth’s unrelenting purpose.

B) Kills Banquo – fears that Banquo might be suspicious; also motivated by the fear that Banquo’s heirs might become kings

C) Kills Lady Macduff and children – motivated by revenge(indirect revenge); also by Macduff’s shunning of him
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