Midsummer Night`s Dream

Act 1 Scene 1
Reading Time (14 Minutes)
Theseus and Hippolyta- Relationship?

Shakespeare chooses to use characters from a myth well known in his day. In this myth, Theseus, the Duke of Athens, fought a battle with the Amazons (a group of warrior women) and then married Hippolyta, their queen. Taking parts read lines 1-19 aloud. Then talk about what sort of relationship this seems to be.  (SPEAKING)
1. In two sentences describe their relationship. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What Kind of Father? 

2. Is Egeus totally unreasonable, or is he a responsible Athenian Father? Let one member of your group be Egeus and the others the ‘court’. Ask Egeus questions and let him explain and defend what he says in lines 22-45. (SPEAKING)
Parents Verses Children 

3. Discuss Theseus’s views, and consider what children owe their parents. Make a list of advantages and disadvantages of arranged marriages. 
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	


Hermia’s Dilemma- What would you do?

4. Would you rather die or be imprisoned than marry someone you disliked? (Assume there is no possibility of divorce.) Give three reasons for your reply. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Course of True Love Never Do Run Smooth
5. Line 136 has become a common place saying. How true is it? ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Think about what it might imply about the rest of the play. Make a list of films and TV series which use this saying as a theme? 

	___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________
	___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________


The Dance of Lovers -Who Loves Whom?
6. 



Running Away- Is It Sensible?

7. Begin by talking about running away from problems and running away as a couple. Is it ever a wise move? Consider Lysander and Hermia’s situation and list the different options the lovers have and which is the wisest. 

Option 1:______________________________________________________________________________________
Option 2:______________________________________________________________________________________
Option 3:______________________________________________________________________________________
Wisest Choice and Why?:_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would be a modern day dilemma which might be resolved by running away?___________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Seemed Athens as a Paradise to Me

8. Hermia says her feelings for Athens have completely changed (line 205). From what you know so far, what kind of place do you think Athens is? How does it compare to the world you live in?
	Athens
	Comparison
	Your World




What do you Make of Helena?

9. Read through Helena and Hermia’s lines 180-207, and then talk about Helena and her situation. Identify key words and phrases that bring out her character: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is your impression of Helena? ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

How Might It End?

10. Shakespeare has set up an extremely difficult situation for the lovers. If the play is a comedy, in the sense that there is a happy ending for all lovers, it’s a bit hard to see how it will happen. Discuss a variety of different plots that might bring them together at the end. (SPEAKING)
How do you think it will end? ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your View of the Lovers

11. This scene ends with Helena’s decision to tell Demetrius about the elopement. Discuss the four lovers separately, saying what you think of each. Think in terms of the different relationships (Hermia and Helena, Hermia and Demetrius and so on.) How are they different, or the same? Which do you like best and least?  (SPEAKING)
	Relationships
	Differences
	Similarities
	Like or Dislike? Why?

	Hermia and Lysander

	
	
	

	Hermia and Demetrius
	
	
	

	Hermia and Helena
	
	
	

	Helena and Demetrius
	
	
	


Act 1 Scene 1: Summative Activity

12. Complete the following: 

The play opens in the palace of Theseus, Duke of ____________.  He enters with his bride-to-be _________________.  They will be married in ____________ days and he tells her that he is becoming impatient waiting.  She tell him that time will pass quickly.  They measure time by the ____________________.   

________________________ , Hermia’s father, is upset with her because he wants her to marry ____________________.  She wants to marry ____________________.  Egeus asks Theseus that the __________ be enforced which means that she has to obey him (her father) or be sentenced to death.  Theseus questions _______________  and tries to convince her to change her mind but she has her mind set on marrying ______________________.

Theseus tells her that if she does not marry ______________________ as her father wishes she will gave to become a __________.   She tells Theseus that she does not care and will not marry ______________________ just because her father tells her to.   Theseus tells her to think it over and make the announcement on the day that he marries ________________.

______________________ did love Helena once but now he wants to marry Hermia.  And Helena still loves ______________________.    Hermia and Lysander plan to meet outside _______________ to marry.  They are going to __________.  They meet Helena and she is depressed because Demetrius does not want her anymore.  She wishes that she was ___________________ like Hermia so that she could win Demetrius back.  They feel sorry for her and tell her of their plan.  When they leave she speaks her mind, which is called a ___________________________.  She plans to tell _______________________ about the plan.

Act I Scene 2 (Reading Time 6 Minutes)
13. Who Have We Here?

Everyone knows a Bottom –like character- perhaps there is even in your group. Talk about what you think of Bottom (and what the other Mechanicals think of him). He is one of the most popular of all Shakespeare’s characters, despite being so completely over the top- why might this be so? ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Do you think Shakespeare intended his audience to be laughing with him – or at him? ________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. The Mechanicals’ Language
The Mechanicals’ language is very different from that of the court characters. Make a list of contradictions, mistakes and odd things they say in scene 2. 

· ______________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________

Act 1, Scene 2: Summative Activity

15. Complete the following: 


A carpenter named ______________________ and his fellow workmen, ______________________the joiner, __________________ the weaver, ____________________ the bellows-mender, ____________________  the tinker, and ____________________  the tailor gather in Quince's house.

The group has heard that ____________________  is to be wed and they want to produce a play in his honor. 

____________________ the director, announces that the play will be "The most lamentable comedy, and most cruel death of ________________________________(11-2), and he announces who will play which part. 

____________________  has appointed himself "assistant director" and is determined to produce the play his way. Although he already is to play the role of Pyramus, ____________________  thinks he should play the lion and Thisby as well.
It is decided, however, that ____________________  should play Thisby, ____________________ should play the lion, ____________________ should be Thisby's mother, and ____________________ Thisby's father. ____________________ tells the men they must all know their lines by the next night when they will rehearse in secret in the woods near Athens.

Act 2, Scene 1 (Reading Time 16 Minutes)
16. Introducing the Fairy World 
One of Shakespeare’s favorite dramatic techniques is to contrast scene with scene. Here, after presenting the worlds of the court and the Mechanicals to the audience, he introduces a third world: the fairy kingdom. Try the following activity to gain a first impression of the fairy world.
Comparisons and Contrasts
Compare and contrast this fairy world with the two worlds of the first act. Make brief notes to identify similarities and differences such as love conflict, styles of speaking and so on.
	                 The Court
	             The Mechanicals
	            The Fairy World

	
	
	


17. Puck- or Robin Goodfellow: What is he like?

Puck is one of Shakespeare’s best-known characters, and the two speeches above introduce him to the audience. Make a list of adjectives used to describe him (‘shrewd’ and so on), and a list of what he is described as doing. Using both lists, describe what kind of character he is. Add to your lists as you read on.

	Puck is described as:
	Puck is described as doing:

	
	

	What kind of character is Puck?




18. Characters from Myth and Legend
This quotation comes from a book Shakespeare probably read, called The Discovery of Witchcraft, which was written in 1584:



Indeed your grandams’ maids set a bowl of milk out for Robin



Goodfellow ... the mare, the man in the oak, the puckle, the hobgoblin.

The book describes incidents similar to those the fairy and Puck talk about, but, as the quotation implies, hardly anyone believed in Puck or Robin Goodfellow anymore. Think about why Shakespeare uses so many imaginary characters from myth and superstition in this particular play.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
19. Hippolyta, Theseus , Oberson and Titania 
a.    Each person takes one role. In role, discuss your situation, your relationships and your problems. Question each other on what you are thinking and feeling. Try to find some common ground. You might suggest solutions to each other’s problems. (SPEAKING)
b.    Take a part and start with a statement of fact. Then disclose your thoughts and feelings. For example, begin with ‘My name is Theseus. I am duke of Athens. In four days I will marry Hippolyta.’ (SPEAKING)
20. Oberon’s revenge - your view
Read aloud Oberon’s lines 176 – 185, and then consider whether he is fair in doing this. You are probably forming an opinion of Oberon. If he were human, what would you think of him?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
21. The Lovers’ Argument
a.    Lines 188 – 213 are a good example of Shakespeare’s fondness for wordplay. Read the lines aloud and identify some of the different kinds of wordplay. Read them again, emphasising the wordplay. Discuss whether you would wish to use it to make this a funny or cruel episode.

Wordplay: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. Write a Couplet for Demetrius 
Helena’s final couplet (the two rhyming lines 243 – 4) sums up her feelings. Write a couplet fro Demetrius to say to Helena just before he leaves that sums up his feelings.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Act 2, Scene 1: Summative Activity


23. Complete the following: 

The woods outside Athens are filled with ____________________, presided over by their king and queen, ____________________  and ____________________. 
A mischievous servant to Oberon, ____________________  (also known as Robin Goodfellow), and a fairy who serves the queen discuss the intense ____________________ between the magical royal couple. The fighting  is over a ____________________, a "lovely boy, stol'n from an Indian king" (22), whom Titania has made her personal attendant.
Jealous ____________________ desires to take the boy from ____________________ and make him "Knight of his train" (25), but ____________________ refuses to let____________________ make the changeling his page. 
____________________ and the fairy cut short their conversation as they hear their master’s approach from different sides of the forest. As soon as ____________________  and ____________________ see each other they begin to ____________________. Oberon again asks for the boy but Titania insists that she can never part with the changeling due to an obligation to his dead mother, a mortal who was once in her service.
Titania leaves and ____________________ vows revenge, exclaiming, "I will torment thee for this injury" (147). He orders____________________ to pick a flower called love-in-idleness and, while ____________________  is sleeping, Oberon will squeeze drops of its juice onto her eyelids. 
The juice will cause Titania to fall in love with the first thing she sees when she opens her eyes, be it a "lion, bear, or wolf, or bull/On meddling monkey, or on busy ape" (181-2). 
____________________ rushes off to find the flower, assuring his master that he will "put a girdle round about the earth/In forty minutes" (174-5). 
While Oberon awaits Puck's return, he sees ____________________, followed by ____________________, begging to be taken back. ____________________ is cruel, telling ____________________  that he becomes sick when he looks at her, but nothing he can say or do will quell her consuming desire. ____________________  is unhappy that Demetrius does not return Helena's love and decides ____________________  should have a dose of the magical juice also. 

Act 2, Scene 2 (Reading Time 11 Minutes)
24. Contrasting kinds of love
Take parts and read lines 33 – 67. Afterwards, talk together about the different kinds of love shown here (Oberon’s, Lysander’s and Hermia’s). (Speaking)
25. Irony – What Lysander doesn’t know 
Line 67 is ironic (because Lysander’s love alters in a few minutes, thanks to Puck putting the flower’s juice on his eyes instead of Demetrius’s). As you read on, look out for other examples of irony in what people say or do. 

	                                                                            Examples of Irony

	
	


26. Shall I Compare Me to a Bear?
Read through Helena’s speech about her own appearance (lines 94 – 108). Why might she feel this way about herself?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
27. The Dance of Lovers- who loves whom?




28. Three moods, three ‘dreams’
a. There are three characters, three moods and three different ‘dreams’ of what is happening here. None of these characters really understands what is going on. Each person chooses a character, reads their speech aloud, and describes the character’s mood and ‘dream’ of what is happening. (SPEAKING)
b. Concentrate on Hermia’s dream. Talk together about what it might mean. Share your views on whether you agree that dreams sometimes highlight subconscious fears or preoccupations. Give actual examples if you can. (SPEAKING)
Act 2, Scene 2: Summative Activity


29. Complete the following: 

In another part of the forest ______________________ fairies sing a lullaby to protect their queen from potentially dangerous woodland creatures. They leave her sleeping on the soft leaves, and ______________________quietly enters to put the magic drops on Titania's eyelids. 
The two lovers, ______________________ and ______________________, weary and lost in the dense wood, decide to rest until morning. But, before they lie down, _____________________ instructs _____________________ to keep his distance because "Such separation as may well be said/Becomes a virtuous bachelor and a maid" (59-60). 
As they sleep ______________________ arrives and naturally assumes that, since they are Athenian and sleeping apart from one another, they must be ______________________ and ______________________. Thus Puck mistakenly sprinkles the juice onto Lysander's eyelids. 
______________________ comes running through the forest pursued by ______________________ who cannot keep up the chase. Demetrius leaves Helena behind and when Lysander awakes, ______________________ is the first person he sees. 
The juice works -- ______________________ falls madly in love with ______________________. She is offended by his advances and runs away but ______________________ follows her, leaving the sleeping ____________________ alone. When ______________________wakes, terrified by a nightmare, she sees Lysander is gone, and sets off to find him. 

Act 3, Scene 1 (Reading Time 12 Minutes)
Bottom – Always Full of Ideas

30. Each person in role as one of the mechanicals explains what their character thinks of Bottom from what he says and does in lines 1-55. Include what Bottom thinks of himself. Then talk about what you personally think about Bottom and compare your views with what the mechanicals think of their friend. 
Your Character:________________________________ What does he think about Bottom?____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

31. ‘Reason and Love Keep Little Company’

The relationship between reason and love is one of the themes in the play, and Bottom’s lines 120-121 stress how far they are apart. A Midsummer Night’s Dream shows vividly how love makes people act very irrationally. Make a list of the characters who you think are being reasonable and another list of those who are dominated by their emotions, particularly love. 

	Reasonable Characters
	Irrational Characters

	· 
	·  


32. Bottom and Titania

Bottom, lifted by the fairies. Bottom is the only character from the mortal world to see and talk to fairies. Bottom and Titania have both been transformed. Discuss what sort of relationship they have?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Should the audience relate to Titania with humour, sympathy, embarrassment? Or? Suggest how an actress could elicit each response. _____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Act 3, Scene 1: Summative Activity

33. Complete the following: 


Bottom and his associates arrive in the wood to begin rehearsing the play. ____________________ is ready to start at once but ____________________ insists that the script needs changes.

____________________ comes upon the rehersal and decides to play a trick on the tradesmen. He gives ____________________ the head of an ass, which everyone can see but Bottom. The men are ____________________ by ____________________ transformation and they run off, screaming "O monstrous! O strange! we are haunted" (110).

Bottom thinks that his friends are trying to frighten him and, to prove his courage, he _______________________. Bottom's booming voice awakens ____________________, who, under the spell of the flower, falls instantly in love with him and calls on four of her fairies, ____________________, ____________________, ____________________, and ____________________  to grant his every wish. 

Bottom introduces himself to the fairies as they lead him to _________________ dwelling. 

Act 3, Scene 2 (Reading Time 26 Minutes)
34. Is Puck Funny, Mischievous, Malicious, Rude, Evil?
Choose the word you would prefer to describe him and find evidence to support your choice. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
35. Darkness and Confusion 

Shakespeare uses language to create an emotional atmosphere. Identify words and images in lines 43-81 that best bring out Hermia’s and Demetrius’s feelings.
	· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________
	· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________


36.  Read aloud just those words and images. Suggest the mood they create in this episode. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
37. The Problems of Love

Most of Act 3 will dramatise the growing difficulties of the young lovers. It will show, in Bottom’s words, that reason and love keep little company’. The first episode, lines 43-87, shows Hermia turning her anger on Demetrius. To gain a first impression of the one-sided quarrel, take parts and read the lines. 

Hermia cannot understand why Demetrius keeps following her. Why is she so angry with him? Of what does she accuse him?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
38. Oberon - Different Intentions? 
Read what Oberon says in his two speeches above. Write a paragraph saying what his lines tell you about Oberon and his motives in dealing with the mortals.  Compare these motives to his treatment of his wife. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
39. The Dance of Lovers- Who Loves Whom?




40. The Lovers at War

Read through lines 162-191 for a first impression. Then repeat, emphasizing the arguments as you see fit, and adding in the movements and gestures. 

Who, if anyone has your sympathy, or whom do you laugh at? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

41. Sisterhood- under the pressure of love
Helena’s speech raises the issue of loyalty between women. Speak it aloud, then discuss whether you think falling in love always puts strain on female friendships. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Pool your ideas on what emotions you think are at play in the female characters. Identify some of these emotions: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Are these same feelings present in female relationships today?__________________________________________

Are they the same for men? Why or Why not? ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

42. Puck Watches

The lovers are being watched intently by Puck (sitting cross legged in the background). Which line do you think is being spoken at this moment? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

43. Helena’s Bewilderment and Distress
Summarize lines 192-219

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summarize lines 222-235

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summarize lines 237-244

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

44. Sleep Sound

Men Verses Women 

Compare the speeches of the male lovers with those of the female lovers. How are they similar and how are they different. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
45. Act 3, Scene 2: Summative Activity

Complete the following: 

In another part of the forest, ____________________ reports to ____________________  that Titania has fallen in love with an ass, and ____________________  is delighted by the news.

Puck also tells Oberon that he has successfully bewitched the mortal Athenian, but when ____________________  enters, arguing with ____________________, Oberon is baffled: "This is the woman; but not this the man" (42). 

Hermia demands to know what Demetrius has done with Lysander, and when Demetrius insists he knows nothing about what happened to Lysander, ____________________  rages off into the wood. Exhausted, ____________________  goes to sleep on the forest floor. 

Oberon blames ____________________ for placing the wrong Athenian under the spell, and he commands him to find Helena, while he himself puts the magical juice on Demetrius' eyes. When Helena returns, ____________________  is following behind, begging her to accept his love. ____________________  wakes and he too falls in love with Helena.

Helena believes both men are mocking her and outraged she screams, "O spite! O hell! I see you are all bent/To set against me for your merriment" (145-6). Hermia enters, searching for Lysander, and is astounded by Lysander's behaviour toward Helena. 

Helena assumes____________________ must be involved in the malicious mockery, and a verbal battle ensues amongst the four. 

Lysander and Demetrius storm away to ____________________ and Oberon sends ____________________  to straighten out the situation once and for all. 

When with Lysander, Puck pretends to be Demetrius, and when with ____________________, Puck pretends to be ____________________, sending them running throughout the forest in order to prevent the deadly confrontation. 

When Lysander falls asleep, Puck applies an antidote to the magical juice to Lysander's eyelids. 

Act 4, Scene 1 (Reading Time 14 Minutes)

46. How has Bottom Changed?

Bottom seems to have changed from the beginning of the play. Make a list of the ways he has changed. Give specific examples from the play to support you ideas. (Speaking)

47. Seeing verses Hearing and Sweet sight
One person reads lines 43-67 while the others mine the actions described. Which do you feel is more effective; hearing and seeing, or just hearing and imagining?  (Speaking)

Oberon calls what he sees a ‘sweet sight’ (line 43). Discuss what he really means by this statement and the tone in which he speaks.  (Speaking) 

Oberon Language between lines 82-95 are different in style, tone and meaning from previous acts. Discuss whether you think Shakespeare is using his fairy characters as a guide to how mortals should act toward each other. (Speaking)

48. Egeus-still an Angry Father 
Egeus after all that has happened continues to have conflict in the play, even when the characters involved have resolved their conflict. Explain why Egeus has not changed while all other have. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

49. Recounting Dreams
Demetrius says lets recount our dreams as they walk back to Athens. Pick one of the lovers and recount what happened though out the night.  (Speaking)
50. The Dance of Lovers- Who loves Whom? 





51. Act 4, Scene 1: Summative Activity

Complete the following: 


Titania, her fairies, and____________________ arrive and Titania wants to place musk-roses around Bottom's hairy head and kiss his floppy ears, but all Bottom can think about is ____________________ and ____________________. When Bottom grows tired, Titania curls up in his arms and they take a nap together. 
Oberon and Puck enter and Oberon tells Puck that he will release ____________________  from the spell because she has consented to give him the changeling. Oberon orders Puck to change ____________________  head back to its original form. 

He awakens his queen, who is astonished by the dreams she has had: "My Oberon! what visions I have seen!/Methought I was enamour'd of an ass" (81-2). The reconciled royal fairies can now prepare to celebrate at ____________________ wedding the next day and ____________________  vows that all the pairs of "faithful lovers" (97) will be wed. 

The next morning, Theseus, Hippolyta, Egeus, and the duke's entourage are in the wood hunting. ____________________  sees the four sleeping lovers and orders the huntsmen to wake them with their ____________________ .
Lysander immediately tells Theseus of his plan to elope with ____________________, and Egeus demands that Theseus execute ____________________  for his treachery. But ____________________  quickly interjects that he no longer has any desire to wed Hermia, now that ____________________  is the sole "object and pleasure" (176) of his eyes.
Theseus is overjoyed and graciously insists that the two reunited couples should ____________________  on the same day that he marries ____________________. They all return to Athens, except for ____________________  who wakes up in the forest, puzzled by the strange dream he has had. He decides to write a ballad about his dream which he will sing at the wedding. He calls it "____________________, because it hath no bottom" (223).

Act 4, Scene 2  (Reading Time 2 Minutes)
52. The Relationship between the Mechanicals

Discuss the sort of relationship the Mechanicals have with each other and how they feel about Bottom. (Speaking)

53. Act 4, Scene 2: Summative Activity

Complete the following: 


Quince, Flute, Snout, and Starveling meet at ____________________ house. They are troubled by the disappearance of ____________________, their prize leading man who has "simply the best wit of any handicraft man in Athens" (10). Snug arrives with news that the duke is coming and he brings with him two other couples who are to be married the same day. ____________________ believes that if they could only perform the play for all three couples they would become wealthy men. Just when the men are about to give up hope, ____________________ enters, ready to take center stage.

Act 5, Scene 1 (Reading Time 24 Minutes)

54. Act 5, Scene 1: Summative Activity
1. Imaginations: poets’, lunatics’ and lovers’
The final scene opens with Theseus and Hippolyta discussing the strange events. 

a. Theseus speaks of the imagination of different kinds of people, including ‘the poet’. Remind yourselves of the description of what the poet does (lines 12 – 17). How far does it describe A Midsummer Night’s Dream? (SPEAKING)
b. What part do the imaginations of ‘lovers’ and ‘lunatics’ have in the play? (SPEAKING)
2. Philostrate – a snob?
Philostrate tries to convince Theseus that the Mechanicals` play is not worth seeing. Is he being fair to the Mechanicals, and explain why he may say what he does about the play. (SPEAKING)
3. Hippolyta`s response: `I love not to see...``
How might Hippolyta speak lines 85 – 86? Suggest what they reveal about her (and as you read on compare her words to the men`s responses). 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. A silly ridiculous play? Or...?
Hippolyta says, `This is the silliest stuff that ever I heard.` Her comment echoes what Samuel Pepys said when he saw the play in 1662: `We saw Midsummer Night`s Dream, which I have never seen before, nor shall ever again, for it is the most insipid ridiculous play that I ever saw in my life.` Theseus replies to Hippolyta, `The best in this kind are but shadows`.

Talk about the following three questions. 
What are your responses to Hippolyta`s and Pepys`s views of the play?
What might Shakespeare have replied to Pepys if he had the chance? 
What are possible meanings of Theseus`s remark? 

55. The hour of Theseus' wedding has come, and he discusses the planned festivities with the four lovers and his master of revels, ____________________. Philostrate hands him a list of activities, on which is 'a tedious brief scene of “______________________" (56-7). The master of revels pleads with _____________ to cut the play from the agenda, but, when Theseus hears that a group of common workmen have laboured over the production, he decides to keep it on the roster, for "never anything can be amiss/When simpleness and duty tender it" (82-3). And so the play is performed, and the audience finds the performances of ______________ and his colleagues very amusing. __________________ asserts, "This is the silliest stuff that ever I heard" (214), but_________________ is more forgiving: "If we imagine no worse of them than they of themselves, they may pass for excellent men" (220-2). By the time the performance is over it is ____________________, and the newlyweds, performers, and guests retire for the evening. When all is quiet, _______________ and the fairies come out of the shadows to bless the marriages. For those of us who may be offended by being asked to believe in such nonsense as fairies, Puck leaves us with some final __________________: 

