English 3201

Media Research Paper

Due: October 17th, 2017

Topics: Choose one of the following topics to complete your research paper. 

1. Choose a topic that appeals to you.
2. Email Ms. Walsh at karenwalsh@nlesd.ca to obtain teacher approval by Monday, Sept.18th.

3. Submit outline by Tuesday, Sept.19th.
Prove your thesis… 

· in a well-developed essay using evidence as a result of your reading and research.  

· by making jot notes while you read (Keep these for submission)
· by selecting significant references to use in your essay

· by paraphrasing information you learn from your research – this information is cited in your essay.  This is called an in-text citation.

Essay Format

Introduction

The introduction is one of the most important parts of an essay. It:

· provides general introductory statement(s)

· focuses in on the topic

· gives the thesis statement/contention of the essay

· outlines what is to come.

Body Paragraphs

Each paragraph in the body of the essay should include a topic sentence that tells the reader the main idea of the paragraph. Other sentences in the paragraph should develop the main idea by:

· citing a reference

· giving examples

· explaining terms

· giving more detail.

In your paragraphs you will need to summarize and paraphrase the ideas, research and arguments of others. You should use direct quotes sparingly.

The order of the ideas in these body paragraphs should reflect the order outlined in the introduction.
Conclusion
· summarize main ideas
· comment on interesting findings n your research 
· restate thesis – use synonyms, rewrite another way 
· do not copy sentence from your introduction – use synonyms
Essay Structure

The simplified diagram below shows what an essay should look like structurally. It is important that the introduction, body and conclusion are linked together as a whole.

	I. Introduction

· Thesis Statement

· Intro to the first piece of supporting evidence for Thesis Statement
· Intro to the second piece of supporting evidence for Thesis Statement

· Intro to the third piece of supporting evidence for Thesis Statement

· Provides outline of paper to your reader

	II. Topic Sentence (Deals in-depth with first piece of support for Thesis)

· Supporting Evidence One
· Supporting Evidence Two
· Supporting Evidence Three
· Concluding/Linking Sentence

	III. Topic Sentence (Deals in-depth with second piece of support for Thesis)

· Supporting Evidence One
· Supporting Evidence Two
· Supporting Evidence Three
· Concluding/Linking Sentence

	IV. Topic Sentence (Deals in-depth with third piece of support for Thesis)

· Supporting Evidence One
· Supporting Evidence Two
· Supporting Evidence Three
· Concluding/Linking Sentence

	V. Conclusion
· Thesis Restatement

· Summary of main essay points

· Final Comment


Your paper should develop as follows:

· Preliminary Research: Research your topic to determine the direction your paper will take. 
· Thesis: your main idea and/or position of the paper, giving it perfect focus and direction. This should happen after some preliminary research. 
· Outline: Create and Submit an outline for your research paper by Tuesday, Sept. 19th, 2017.(See sheet below)

· The paper: will reflect your research supporting your main idea and/or position. This research should examine the following:

· Historical context and current context. 
· Causes, results, finding from primary and secondary sources. 
· Inclusion of a variety of research which will support your thesis.
· Use in-text citations for direct references and paraphrased information. 
What You Need To Do and Know:

Preliminary Research

1.  As a research project, this paper must include at least five (5) different secondary sources. 
All sources should be parenthetically cited throughout the paper, as well as on the Works Cited page.  The paper and citations should be written in MLA format.  You need to spend time independently working on this paper.
Helpful resources include:
· Reference material on biographies and literary criticisms

· Reference material/texts concerning historical periods

· Literary/scholarly articles

· Credible internet sources

· Books pertaining to the topic
2.   Keep a record of ALL Sources you will need the bibliographical information.
3.   Use information from these sources to write your research essay so that it includes:
a. Direct references: requires quotation marks to indicate you are “copying” information.
b. Paraphrased information: this means putting what you read/view in your own words – do not copy “word-for-word”.
4. Use MLA Documentation
· ALL direct references and paraphrased information must be cited using MLA documentation.  
· ALL sources used in research papers must be referenced in a Works Cited list using the MLA documentation style.  Create this list using any on-line bibliography maker or the bibliography tool in Microsoft Word.
5. Write Jot Notes:  ( use the sheets provided ) 

· When you find information you want to include in your essay, record this information under the appropriate heading or sub-heading. 

· Be sure to note where you found the information.
Final Product Requirements
1. Research Paper Outline (due: Tuesday, September 19th, 2017)

2. Formatting Final Product:

· double-spaced 
· insert page numbers

· word limit: 1200-1500 words
· 12 size font, Times New Roman

· 1” margins

· black ink

· whole project is completely assembled/stapled when you enter the room on the due date so that you submit a hard copy assignment
· all assignments will be entered as “Collected” on Powerschool upon receipt
· DO NOT EMAIL ME YOUR PAPER: You are responsible for printing it, assembling it, and delivering it on time.
· It will take a considerable amount of time to correct each research paper, so given the enormity of the task, the return of the research papers will be outside of the normal return time.
3. The Research Paper will include the following:
· Introduction: comprised of a hook, an overview/summary of information that will be used to support your thesis, and a thesis statement. (Do not use “I”)
· Body paragraphs: each paragraph supports one of the points you’re making to support your thesis. Each paragraph should start with a topic sentence -- to introduce the main idea for this paragraph.
· When you include a quote, make sure you set up your direct quote and then explain it afterwards.  Also include the in-text citation.   

· Conclusion-paraphrase your main points, restate thesis and bring it to a close.

· Works Cited page (follow the MLA specifications)
Use this link for a sample outline: 

http://academictips.org/mla-format/mla-format-sample-paper-with-cover-page-and-outline/
Use this link for a sample paper: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/13/
· LA in-text citations and Works Cited
http://www.library.mun.ca/researchtools/guides/citations/apa/
http://www.citationmachine.net/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://citationproducer.com/mla-citation/ 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
4. Jot notes – all jot notes must be submitted and will be graded
Research Paper Timeline
	Tasks
	Due Dates

	Request Approval for Topic
	Monday, Sept.18, 2017

	Complete & Submit Outline
	Tuesday, Sept.19, 2017

	Gather Research and Make Jot Notes
	Sept. 12-26, 2017

	Organize Notes and Begin Composing
	Sept.27-Oct.11, 2017

	Edit and Finalize (Proof-read)
	Oct.12-16, 2017

	Research Paper including Jot Notes
	Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2017


Student: 





Outline 

Due: Tuesday, September 19th, 2017
Thesis Statement: 
I. 

II. 

III. 

C.

IV. 
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Jot Note Template
	Type of Source


	Publisher

	Title or name of website:


	Author/Editor/Creator:



	Place of Publication:


	Website Address:



	Date of Publication:


	

	
	Date Site Accessed:


	Date updated




MLA Parenthetical Citations

In an MLA styled research paper, you must “cite,” or document, within the text of your paper all information or quotations you use from your sources. These in-text citations are called parenthetical citations. You must have parenthetical citations for anything that is not your own. Facts of general knowledge (such as mammals drink milk or the capital of Canada is Ottawa) do not need parenthetical citations because they are basic facts. 

All work must be cited, whether it is quoted or paraphrased!

Use of Authors’ Names - This info. works for books, articles, internet sources etc.

5. You must always mention authors’ names when taking material from their works. You may either do this in the text itself or in the parenthetical citation. The only time you may exclude an author’s name is when no author is provided for the original material.

If the author’s name is not mentioned in the text:
· If the author’s name is not used in the sentence introducing the source material, then include the author’s last name in the parenthetical citation before the page number(s).

eg.  (Whitehouse 74)

If the author’s name is mentioned in the text:

· If the author’s name is used in the text introducing the source material, then cite only the page number in the parentheses:

eg.  Whitehouse argues, “…the dramatic increase in welfare cases is due to the overall decrease in the value of the dollar” (7).

** To do this correctly, you must integrate the quote or paraphrase into your own sentence. 

If there is more than one work by the same author:

· If you are using several works by the same author, include one word of the title in the parenthetical citation, in addition to the author's name and page number(s). Separate the author’s name and the italicized title with a comma.

eg.  Frogs cannot survive without regular sources of water because “…their skin is conductive easily to the passing through of water molecules…” that cause them to become dehydrated easily (Martin, Frogs 39).

If two authors have the same last name:

· Sometimes, two sources will have authors with the same last name. When this happens, include the author’s first name in the text or the parenthetical citation: 

eg.  Tom Peters facilitates his employees’ renewal by closing his factory several hours each week while teams work through readings on current business topics (57).

If no author is identified:

· When a source does not include an author’s name, use the title in the parenthetical citation.

Underline the title if the source is a book; use quotation marks is it if an article:

eg.  The use of Customer Relationship Management (CRM) systems has grown substantially over the past five years as companies attempt to adapt to customer needs and to improve their profitability (“Making CRM Work” 12).

So.....  RULE OF THUMB

1. Always use author's name.

2. If no name, use title of book or article (internet or otherwise).

3. If using a website and there is no author or title, chances are you shouldn`t be using the site!!!!

Placement of Citations: Place parenthetical citations as close to the quoted or paraphrased material as possible without disrupting the sentence. When material from the same source and the same page number is used throughout a paragraph, use one citation at the end of the paragraph rather than a citation at the end of each sentence. Otherwise, you must place a citation after each source you quote or paraphrase. Do not combine quotes or paraphrases from two or three sources, and do not place more than one source in a parenthetical citation. Treat each source separately.

· Parenthetical citations usually appear before the period. Consider the citation as part of the sentence.  

 eg.  Hamlet ponders, “To be or not to be. That is the question” (Shakespeare 34).

· Quotes of four lines or more are double-spaced like the rest of the paper, but they are formatted as block quotes. That is, they are indented. In a block quote, use no quotation marks. The parenthetical citation goes after the period.

· Treatment of Electronic Sources: Internet sources do not always have page numbers (unless they are PDF files or they mimic regular printed texts). If the electronic source has paragraph numbers, use the paragraph number of the parenthetical citation. If there are neither page numbers nor paragraph numbers, use the name of the author or a word from the title. The Web address is never used in a parenthetical citation.

 eg.  Blood is a primary symbol that represents guilt in the tragedy Macbeth. For example, Lady Macbeth washes her hands over and over again to remove the imaginary blood that she perceives on her hands after she and Macbeth kill King Duncan (Davis).

Plagiarism -- Plagiarism is stealing. It is committing literary theft and is a very serious offense. Plagiarizing is using someone’s words and ideas without crediting a source, as though they are your own. A plagiarized research paper will receive a grade of zero.
When you use the following, you must cite the source:

· someone else’s words or ideas that you obtained from any source

· words, ideas, or information from someone else that you paraphrase

· information gained through interviewing someone

· someone’s exact words or a unique phrase from somewhere

You do not need to cite the following:

· your own experiences, observations, thoughts, or conclusions about a subject stated as fact

· generally accepted facts and common knowledge, information that is likely to be known by a lot of people

Strategies for Avoiding Plagiarism:

1. While you are gathering notes from your sources, use the jot note sheet and make notes by hand or use a electronic note log to document the information you take from sources.

2. Place everything that comes directly from a text or the Internet in quotation marks. Then, write the source right next to it so you know later where the information came from.

3. Be sure that when you are paraphrasing you are not just rearranging or replacing a few words. A good way to paraphrase is to do the following: Read over the text carefully. Then close the book or the Web site and in your own words write your ideas of what you read, without using the source as a guideline. Read your paraphrased text against the original text to be sure you have not accidentally used the same phrases or words and that the information is accurate.

Senior High English: Research Essay Evaluation  

Name: _______________________

	Writing Style
	Total: ____/70

	Introduction/Conclusion
	
	5

	Clear Thesis Statement
	
	5

	Ideas & Information
	
	25

	Organization
	
	10

	Sentence Fluency & Transitions
	
	5



	Word Choice 
	
	5



	Voice & Appropriate Tone
	
	5



	Conventions
	
	5



	Jot Notes
	
	5


	Formatting
	Total: ____/30

	5 sources included in essay 
- 2direct short quotes & citations

- 2 direct block quotes & citations

- Paraphrasing in-text citations
-Format of in-text citations
	
	5


	
	
	5

	
	
	5



	Format: header (consecutive pages) margins, fonts, underlining, italics, title page info.
	
	5



	Outline 
	
	5

	Works Cited page
- Works Cited Centered & 12 font Times New Roman (1)

- Hanging Indent and Double Spaced (1)

- Alphabetical order by author’s surname {or title} (1)

- Proper format within each cite; Avoid entering full website. Use: Web. (1)

- 5 sources minimum requirement. (1)
	
	5




Total: 

Comments: 
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