English 1201 Perspective and Humour Essay Unit 

What a Dragonfly Taught Me (Homegrown p.92-93)

1. Identify the type of opening:___________________________________________________________________

Reference for support: ____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Identify the single incident being explained.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Identify the purpose for writing 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Identify the method of development used: ______________________________________________________

Reference for Support: ____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Identify five transitional phrases or words used: 

a.  _____________________________________

b.   _____________________________________

c.   _____________________________________

d.   _____________________________________

e.   _____________________________________

6. Reference two specific examples of imagery and explain why they are effective.

a.  __________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Reference two specific examples of effective diction and explain why they are effective. 

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Describe the writer style of writing. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Identify two short emphatic sentences.

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Explain how two literary devices (allusion, simile, metaphor, personification, symbolism, irony etc.) effectively contribute to the writer’s message.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Identify two different examples of stylistic devices used (parenthesis, dash, colon, semicolon etc.) and explain what is achieved through their use. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Humour Unit: Terminology

Humour: The quality of being amusing or comic. Humor is a literary tool that makes an audience laugh, or that intends to induce amusement or laughter. Its purpose is to break the monotony, boredom and tedium, and make the audience’s nerves relaxed. The writer uses different techniques, tools, words and even full sentences in order to bring to light the new and funny sides of life. Humor is often found literature, theater, movies and advertising, where the major purpose is to make the readers and the audience happy.

Sarcasm:  a cutting, often ironic remark intended to wound.

· I’m trying to imagine you with a personality.

· Whatever kind of look you were going for, you missed.

· Not the brightest crayon in the box now, are you?

· Earth is full. Go home.

· Don’t bother me. I’m living happily ever after.

Sarcasm sometimes depends on the tone of voice. These examples of sarcasm are replies to people or situations and would only be sarcastic with a sarcastic tone of voice:

· When something bad happens - That's just what I need, great! Terrific!

· When someone says something that is very obvious - Really Sherlock, No! You are clever!

· When someone does something wrong - Very good, well done, nice!

· When something happens that you don’t want or need - That's just what we need!

Satire:  

· A form that uses irony, ridicule, or sarcasm to expose human flaws

· A manner of writing that mixes a critical attitude with wit and humor in an effort to improve mankind and human institutions. 

· Ridicule, irony, exaggeration, and several other techniques are almost always present.

· The satirist may insert serious statements of value or desired behavior, but most often he relies on an implicit moral code, understood by his audience and paid lip service by them.

· The satirist's goal is to point out the hypocrisy of his target in the hope that either the target or the audience will return to a real following of the code. 

· Thus, satire is inescapably moral even when no explicit values are promoted in the work, for the satirist works within the framework of a widely spread value system.

Pun:  a play on words using a word with two meanings, two words of similar meanings, or words that are similarly spelled or pronounced.

· Santa’s helpers are known as subordinate Clauses.

· She had a photographic memory but never developed it.

· I was struggling to figure out how lightning works then it struck me.

· I really wanted a camouflage shirt, but I couldn't find one.

· The grammarian was very logical. He had a lot of comma sense.

· A boiled egg every morning is hard to beat.

· A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two-tired. 

Parody:  a humorous, exaggerated imitation of a work, style or person  

Language Features

Language Style: is the result of the choices the writer makes such as diction, sentence structure, and figurative language.

· Informal 

· Slang: words and phrases of a particular group, age, occupation, etc.

· Colloquialisms –sayings common to a culture

· Plain language of everyday use

· Idiomatic expressions 

– ace up your sleeve; above board; cut the apron strings

· Contractions – can’t; won’t; I’ll 

· Many simple, common words. 

· Formal 

· Writer uses dignified, serious, and elevated language

· Follows the rules of syntax exactly

· Uses complex words and lofty tone. 

Voice:  the personality of the speaker or the author coming through in a work created through the combination of diction, point of view and tone.  

Tone: is the attitude a writer takes toward his or her subject or audience.

· Like the tone of a speaker’s voice, the tone of a work of literature expresses the writer’s feelings.

· A work’s tone can usually be described with an adjective or two: 

· bitter, playful, sarcastic, and so on. 

To decide on the tone of a text, you should ask yourself the following questions?

1. What is the passage’s subject, and who is its audience?

2. What are the most important words in the passage? 

· What connotations, or associations, do these words have?

3. What general feeling do the passage’s images create?

4.  Does the narrator or speaker make any jokes? 

· If so, are these jokes lighthearted, bitter, or something else?

5. If the narrator or speaker were speaking aloud, what tone of voice would he or she be using?

sad 


joyous 


bitter 



ironic 

 

mocking 

anxious 

contented 


affectionate 



gloomy 

confused

serious 


objective 


angry 


sympathetic

critical 



unemotional


approving 

grieving 

romantic 


fearful 


 

patriotic

teasing 

reflective 


admiring 

happy 


disappointed 

loving



agitated 

aggressive 

mischievous 

despairing/hopeless 

hopeful

Connotation:  the implied meaning of words; usually evokes an image.

Below are groups of words which are often used to describe people. What are the connotations of the words?

· “House” versus “Home”: Both words refer to the structure in which a person lives, yet “home” connotes more warmth and comfort, whereas “house” sounds colder and more distant.

· “Cheap” versus “Affordable”: While both words mean that something does not cost a lot, “cheap” can also connote something that it not well-made or of low value, while “affordable” can refer to a quality item or service that happens to be well-priced.

· “Riots” versus “Protests”: The difference between these two words is that “riots” connotes a violent gathering of people who are not necessarily in the right, while “protests” can have a more peaceful connotation and is often used when there is sympathy with the protesters.
· “Childlike/Childish “verses “Youthful/Young”: Childish and childlike implies that someone is immature, but youthful infers that someone is lively and energetic.

Rhetorical question:  a question asked for effect and to promote thought and reflection, not to elicit an answer  

Irony:  when the unexpected occurs.

· Dramatic irony:  when the audience knows more than a character on stage

· Situational irony:  contrasts what actually happens with what was expected to happen

· Verbal irony:  contrasts what is said and what is meant

Hyperbole:  intended exaggeration to create irony, humour or dramatic effect. 

· I am so hungry I could eat a horse.

· I have a million things to do.

· This car goes faster than the speed of light.

· They ran like greased lightning.

· He is older than the hills.

· I’d move mountains for her.

· Janet worked her fingers to the bone.

· Jack was thirsty enough to drink a river dry.

Analogy: comparing two similar situations or events.

· You are as annoying as nails on a chalkboard. 

· He is like a rock. This means he is steadfast and strong.

· I feel like a fish out of water. This implies that you are not comfortable in your surroundings.

· There are plenty of fish in the sea. Unless you really are a fish, this encourages you to move on and find another potential mate.

· She was as quiet as a mouse. It is hard to hear a mouse, so that means she was very quiet.

· Life is like a box of chocolates. This has many meanings and is a great analogy for life.

Emphatic Devices: important elements in a piece of writing stand by using any of the following:

· A strong topic sentence

· Effective conclusion

· Placement of key ideas near beginning and end

· Supportive details and examples

· Comparison and contrast

· Repetition of key words and/or phrases

· Use of synonyms

· Parallel structure

· Bold and italics

· Short sentences

· Punctuation 

Understanding Elements of Language Style

Colloquialism

• Conversational words, expressions, and idioms 

• Used with informal language style

• Let’s head out and grab lunch.

• What’s up with that?

Jargon

• Specialized terminology that is unique to a particular group of people based on common knowledge

• Used with both informal and formal language styles

• Are you goofy or regular? (Snowboarding and skateboarding jargon)

• It is possible that he is having a vertebrobasilar event. (Medical jargon)

Dialect

• The language used by a specific group or geographical area; referred to as a dialect of the language of origin

• includes the sounds, grammar, diction, and spelling used by the particular group

• Usually oral, not written; if written, used in informal language style

• Cockney: Let’s have a butcher’s at your new car. (Let’s have a look at your new car.)

• Newfoundland and Labrador (regional) English: How’s ya gettin’ on? (How are you?)

Slang

• Extremely informal language invented and/or used by a particular group; is constantly evolving

• usually used in informal language style

• My bad. (Oops, I made a mistake.)

• epic fail (complete and total failure)

Euphemism

• words or expressions used as substitutes for words that may be considered less pleasant; intended to “soften” the impact of the words

• used with both informal and formal language styles

• pass away(die)

• correctional facility(jail)

• vertically challenged (short)

Disqualified (Homegrown p.60-61)

1. “While the rest of us mere mortals...” (Paragraph 2) is what type of figurative language?

a) Alliteration

b) Allusion

c) Metaphor

d) Onomatopoeia 

2. What is the point of view in this text?

a) First person

b) Second person

c) Third person limited

d) Third person omniscient 

3. Which best describes “Well, b’y,” (paragraph 8)?

a) Aside 

b) Dialect

c) Monologue

d) Sarcasm

4. “... and can wield a chainsaw with the dexterity and finesse of a surgeon” (paragraph 12) is what type of figurative language?

a) Assonance

b) Metaphor

c) Personification

d) Simile
5. What word best describes the character of Hayward? 

a) Careful

b) Resourceful

c) Sluggish

d) Unimaginative

6. Which reflects the narrator’s feelings towards Hayward?

a) Admiration

b) Compassion 

c) Contempt

d) Jealousy
7. In the context of paragraph 6, what is the meaning of “intuitive thinking”?

a) Confused

b) Mystified 

c) Perceptive

d) Psychic

8. “…the answer was as plain as the nose on his face” (paragraph 7) is what type of figurative language?

a) Hyperbole

b) Metaphor

c) Personification

d) Simile

9. “…installing kitchen cabinets, paunching a moose, or rebuilding an engine” (paragraph 2) is an example of which coherency technique?

a) Parallel structure

b) Pronoun reference

c) Repetition of a key word

d) Transition

10. In the description, “Hayward’s a crack shot with a rifle,” the adjective “crack” is an example of what sound device?

a) Alliteration

b) Assonance

c) Onomatopoeia

d) Meter

Prose: Constructed Response


     


11. Find and explain an example of irony in “Disqualified.”  Support your answer with two (2) specific references to the selection. 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. State a possible theme for “Disqualified.”  Support your answer with reference to the title and one reference from the text. 


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pet Peeves (Homegrown pp.57-59)

Stand-up comedy routine by Trent McClellan

1. Identify a specific example of sarcasm and a specific example of hyperbole. Explain how each are effective in creating humour? (Evaluating Text)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Identify the target audience for this comedy routine? Justify you answer with two specific examples to support your response. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How is Trent McClellan’s use of dialogue effective? Give two (2) examples to support your response. (Literary Devices)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“The Best Game I Can’t Play” (Homegrown p.71) 

1. The reference to “Guns N Roses”  is an example of which literary device:

a. Allusion

b. Assonance

c. Imagery

d. Personification

2. What does the use of the word “gazillion” say about the speaker?

a. He rarely daydreams

b. He daydreams often

c. He is good at math

d. He is intelligent

3. “But, right now” is an example of which of the following:

a. Emphasis

b. Spatial transition

c. Temporal transition

d. Unity

4. “Bury the biscuit” is an example of:

a. Alliteration and colloquialism

b. Metaphor and cliché

c. Personification and formal language

d. Simile and pun

5. “Snap” is an example of which device:

a. Consonance 

b. Euphony

c. Hyperbole

d. Onomatopoeia 

6. The paragraph beginning “In the grand scheme of things...” reveals what about the speaker?

a. He has curiosity 

b. He is ignorant

c. He has perspective 

d. He is unrealistic

7. What does the speaker mean by “in my hockey heyday”?

a. In my prime years

b. In my professional years

c. In the old days

d. In my younger days

8. “I was scratched more than a lottery ticket” is an example of which device:

a. Metaphor

b. Dramatic irony

c. Parallel structure

d. Simile
9. From what point of view is this essay written?

a. First person

b. Second person

c. Third person limited

d. Third person omniscient

10. In the context of the sentence, what does the word “tenacious” mean?

a. Arrogant 

b. Determined

c. Obnoxious

d. Weak

11. Discuss why the title “The Best Game I Can’t Play” is effective?      

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________              

12. Identify the tone of the essay and support your answer with two (2) references to the essay.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________             

13. Identify and explain two (2) examples of diction that give insight into the narrator. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​     

14. What are two (2) emphatic devices employed by the writer of this essay? Provide ONE example for EACH device and explain how each is effective in this essay.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________       
15. Explain how Bartlett uses self-deprecation (highlighting his shortcomings) as a means to create humour.  Provide TWO examples to support your answer. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________              

