Grammar Notes:

Verbs

Kinds of Verbs

1. Verbs are usually the action words.  They describe what nouns are doing.

    Examples: run, broke, jumping, look, sailed.

How Verbs Tell Time:


Verbs can also tell when the action happened.  They have different forms to show whether something happened in the present or the past.  If the action is taking place now it is in present tense, if the verb took place in the past it is in the past tense.  

Most past tense verbs can be made by adding –d or –ed.  

· If the verb ends in e add –d. (ex. snore becomes snored)

· If the verb does not end in e add –ed. (ex. look becomes looked)

· If the verb ends in y, change the y to an i and add –ed. (ex, carry becomes carried)

· If the verb ends in a consonant preceded by a short vowel, double the consonant before adding –ed. (ex. stop becomes stopped)

2. Helping Verbs.  Sometimes verbs are made up of more than one word.  The verb parts that come before the main verb are called helping verbs. 

Most common helping verbs:

am
was
be
has
do
must
can
will
shall

is
were
been
have
does
may
could
would
should

are


had
did
might

Ex. My father has been working in Gander all day.  

-In this sentence the main verb is “working” and the helping verbs are “has  been”

3. Irregular Verbs.  Most verbs can be made formed by adding –d or –ed to the present tense form.  Some verbs, however, do not follow this pattern.  These are called irregular verbs.  

Some common irregular verbs are:

	Present Tense

(Today I)
	Past Tense

(Yesterday I)
	Past Participle

(Since last week I)

	bring

come

do

eat

give

go

see

take

begin

drink

ring

sing

sink

swim

break

choose

freeze

speak

tear

wear

blow

grow

know

throw
	brought

came

did

ate

gave

went

saw

took

began

drank

rang

sang

sank(or sunk)

swam

broke

chose

froze

spoke

tore

wore

blew

grew

knew

threw
	(have) brought

(have) come

(have) done

(have) eaten

(have) given

(have) gone

(have) seen

(have) taken

(have) begun

(have) drunk

(have) rung

(have) sung

(have) sunk

(have) swum

(have) broken

(have) chosen

(have) frozen

(have) spoken

(have) torn

(have) worn

(have) blown

(have) grown

(have) known

(have) thrown


