Grammar Notes:

Adjectives and Adverbs

Adjectives are words that describe nouns or pronouns.  They can also change the meaning of a noun.  Notice how the different adjectives change how we view the nouns in the following examples:

· the shaggy, black dog

· the small, quiet dog

· the big, angry dog

There are five different questions that an adjective may point out about a noun:

1) What kind?
Example: the blue truck…, the Newfoundland coast…

2) How many?
Example: ten ducks…, millions of birds…

3) How much?
Example: more chocolate…, most  students…

4) Which ones?
Example: those pictures…, that dog…

5) Whose?
Example: her car…, Julia’s car…

Articles:  Articles are a special kind of adjective that help introduce nouns. They include:


-a


-an


-the

Examples: the dog…, a high school, an adverb
Adverbs are words that help add meaning to a verb.  

Examples:

· The man ran quickly.

· Diligently, the man worked.  

Types of adverbs:

1) Adverbs of Place: These adverbs tell where the action happened.  Example. All students are going inside after dinner.



    The dog ran behind down the road.

2) Adverbs of Manner: These adverbs tell how the action happened. Example. The bus drove slowly to school yesterday.



    The basketball bounced noisily against the floor.

3) Adverbs of Time: These adverbs tell when the action happened.


Example. Jennifer always eats her breakfast in the morning.



     The team left yesterday.
The position of an adverb can often be moved without changing the overall meaning of the sentence.


Example:

 “The baby cried loudly.” Or “Loudly, the baby cried.” Or “The baby loudly cried.”


Each of these sentences have the same meaning.  

