English 2201

Unit 1: Poetry

 Name: ______________________


Poetry has been called the art of 'saying the unsayable' - and for some people certain poems can give rise to feelings that appear to go beyond what words themselves are able to express; and yet - all poem are constructed from nothing else but words. Amazing things, words, at times

Reading for Meaning
The first thing to do with a poem is - forget it's a poem! Silly as that sounds, your first job is to get hold of the poem's 'story' - that is, what it is about. Now - in your essay, this will be one of the least important things you'll write about, but you still can't proceed to what matters without a thorough grasp of what the poem is about. So, when you first read any poem, read it first for meaning. These questions will get you on your way: 

Who is doing the speaking? (Don't assume it's the poet - it's just as likely to be a made-up persona) 

Who is this voice speaking to? (Yes - it could be you, the reader, or some other imaginary person. Often, you can imagine a poem as being one half of an imaginary conversation). 

What is being spoken about? (What is the subject being discussed?).
What is the tone or manner of the speaking voice? (Is the speaker sounding happy, concerned, sad, angry, reflective...?)

Does the tone of voice change as the poem proceeds? 
What is the place and the circumstance in which the poem 'works'? (i.e. where do the events of the poem happen and what is the situation involved?) 
When you read the poem, as suggested above - forget that it's a poem. Simply read its sentences, forgetting they are split into lines. 

At the end of each sentence (i.e. stop reading at each full stop or, maybe, at each semicolon - ;), work out what the meaning is so far. Spend time thinking about this and perhaps note the idea down on the poem itself at the side of that part of the poem (this is called annotating the text). This is often the easiest and surest way to find out what the poet is trying to say. 
You can consider the effects of other poetic devices the poet has used, such as the way the lines cut up the sentences, the use of rhythm and rhyme, alliteration and so on later.
Types of Poetry
Free Verse: a form of poetry that does not follow a set rhythm. It is based on the irregular rhythmic beat recurring, with variations of phrases, images, and syntactical patterns rather than the conventional use of meter. In other words, free verse has no rhythm scheme or pattern.
Lyric Poems: express intense emotional thoughts and moods 
Ballads: a narrative poem with a song-like form usually based on a folk legend, love story or legend
Sonnet: a fourteen line poem which follows a set rhyme scheme 

Haiku: a seventeen syllable poem. (5,7,5). Japanese in origin.

Ode: A lyric poem full of noble feeling expressed with dignity, often addressed to some person or thing. 

Blank Verse: consists of unrhymed lines of iambic pentameter (ten syllables with the second, fourth, sixth, eighth, and tenth syllables accented). The form has generally been accepted as the best for dramatic verse in English and is commonly used for long poems whether dramatic, philosophical, or narrative.

Poetic Terms

1. Figurative Language – a term referring to the use of simile, metaphor and personification.

Simile – a comparison between two things using “like,” “as,” or “than.”
Metaphor – a comparision between two things without using “like,” “as,” or “than.”

Personification – assigning non-living things the characteristics of living things.

2. Mood – the reader’s attitude towards the events of a poem.

3. Atmosphere – the feeling “surrounding” a poem, arising from details.

4. Literal Meaning – what is actually going on in the poem.

5. Figurative Meaning – the deeper metaphorical meaning or message developed in a poem.

6. Diction - the poet’s word choice.

7. Irony – a condition that is the opposite of what the reader is lead to expect.

8. Symbol – a concrete symbol that stands for an abstract concept.

9. Theme – the main message developed by a poem.

10. Tone - the author’s attitude towards the subject and reader of poem.

11. Alliteration – the starting of two or more consecutive words with the same consonant.  Emphasizes the words (“Peter Piper picked . . .”) and can add to rhythm and atmosphere.

12. Assonance – the repetition of the same vowel sound in two or more consecutive words. Emphasizes the words (“Round about a thousand pounds”) and can add to rhythm and atmosphere.

13. Consonance – the close repetition of identical consonant sounds before and after different vowels.  Emphasizes the words (“slip – slop”, “creak – croak”) and can add to rhythm and atmosphere.

14. Imagery – descriptive language that appeals to the five senses.

15. Sensory Details - specific words that are used as images.

16. Cacophony – the use of “hard sounds” (especially ks and ts) to create a violent effect in poetry.

17. Euphony – the use of “soft sounds” (especially ls and ms) to create a smooth and dreamy effect in poetry.

18. Onomatopoeia – words that sound like what they are or mean (“buzz,” “drip”).

19. Rhyme – identical sounding words.  Creates emphasis and can add to atmosphere or rhythm.

20. Stanza – the divisions of a poem

21. Hyperbole – exaggeration used for emphasis. (“Old as the hills,” “I haven’t seen you for ages”)

22. Allusion   - a reference in a poem to another literary or artistic work.

23. Apostrophe – a type of poem in which a thing or person that is dead or incapable of understanding is addressed directly (“O Car!  O beloved ’94 Subaru! who does so frequently break down . . . .”)

24. Denotation – the dictionary meaning of a word. (Snake – a legless reptile)

25. Connotation – informal meanings of a word that society and common use has assigned to it. (Snake – a devious or underhanded person)

26. Couplet: a pair of rhyming lines 

Poem #1

Identity Crisis

By Monica Holliday

You said to be beautiful,

I had to be thin.

You said to wear that dress,

I needed perfect curves

5 
(Whatever that meant).

You said to drive that car,

I had to have gorgeous eyes.

You said to wear that scent,

I needed flawless skin.

10 
You said in order to get that man,

I had to have long, luscious lashes.

You said to get that job,

I needed big, pouting lips.

You said to succeed in life,

15
 I had to be perfect.

You said to be happy,

I had to conform to all your obsessions.

And now as I lay here,

With my living breath departed,

20
 Looking beautiful against

The creaseless silk of

My eternal bed,

I ask you why you do this,

Why I died this way,

25 
Trying to exemplify

Perfect.

Questions:

1. What literary device is used in line 11?

(A) alliteration

(B) allusion

(C) analogy

(D) assonance

2. What technique is consistently used in the first 17 lines of the poem?

(A) allegory

(B) dominant impression

(C) iambic pentameter

(D) parallelism

3. Who is the ‘you’ in the poem?

(A) celebrities

(B) media

(C) parents

(D) peers

4. What line of the poem indicates a shift in tense?

(A) line 5: “(Whatever that meant).”

(B) line 14: “You said to succeed in life,”

(C) line 18: “And now as I lay here,”

(D) line 19: “With my living breath departed,”

5. What is being referred to in the phrase “The creaseless silk of / My eternal bed” in lines 21-22?

(A) her bed at home

(B) her coffin

(C) her grave

(D) her hospital bed

6. What best describes the form of this poem?

(A) blank verse

(B) free verse

(C) haiku

(D) ode

7. Show how the author’s tone changes throughout the poem. Support your answer with two specific references to the poem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Explain the theme of “Identity Crisis,” and give two examples of diction that effectively develops this theme.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Poem #2

It’s Good To Be Here

By Alden Nolan

I’m in trouble, she said




1

to him. That was the first 

time in history that anyone

had even spoken of me.

It was in 1932 when she 




5

was just 14 years old

and men like him

worked all day for

one stinking dollar.

There’s quinine1, she said




10

That’s foolish, he told her.

Then she cried and then




12

for a long time neither of them 

said anything at all and then 

their voices kept rising until

they were screaming at each other

and then there was another long silence and then

they began to talk very quietly and at last he said,

Well, I guess we’ll just have to make the best of it

While I lay curled up,





20

My heart beating,

In the darkness inside her.

1quinine – a bitter, colorless crystalline drug made from the bark of the cinchona tree once used to terminate pregnancies

1.  Who is the speaker in this poem?

A. The poet

B. The unborn child

C. The young girl

D. The young man

2.  What word best describes the feeling exhibited in the quote: “Well, I guess we’ll just have to make the best of it…” (Line 19)?

A. Arrogance

B. Fear

C. Indifference

D. Optimism

3. Which of the following best describes the resolution of the main conflict of the poem?

A. Dealing with the situation

B. Having an abortion

C. Keeping the baby

D. Terminating the relationship

4.  What does the phrase from line 9, “one stinking dollar”, indicate about the male in this poem?

A. He appreciates the money he gets.

B. He is paid in cash.

C. He works for low wages.

D. He works hard for his money.

5. What literary device is used in the quote, “Then she cried…then for a long time…then their voices…then there was”? (Stanza four)

A. Allegory

B. Hyperbole

C. Parallelism

D. Repetition

6. What is the overall mood of this poem?

A. Angry

B. Confused

C. Hopeful

D. Secretive

7.  What point of view is employed in this poem? Using two specific references, explain why this point of view is both unusual and effective? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Give two examples of diction and explain how they are effective in conveying the conflict experienced by the couple. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Poem #3

To Be of Use

by Marge Piercy

The people I love the best

jump into work head first

without dallying in the shallows

and swim off with sure strokes almost out of sight.

5 
They seem to become natives of that element,

the black sleek heads of seals

bouncing like half-submerged balls.

I love people who harness themselves, an ox to a heavy cart,

who pull like water buffalo, with massive patience,

10
who strain in the mud and the muck to move things forward,

who do what has to be done, again and again.

I want to be with people who submerge

in the task, who go into the fields to harvest

and work in a row and pass the bags along,

15 
who are not parlour generals (1)  and field deserters (2)
but move in a common rhythm

when the food must come in or the fire put out.

The work of the world is common as mud,

botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust.

20 
But the thing worth doing well done

has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.

Greek amphoras (3) for wine or oil,

Hopi (4) vases that held corn, are put in museums

but you know they were made to be used.

25 
The pitcher (5) cries for water to carry

and a person for work that is real.

parlour generals (1)- generals who avoid the battlefield

field deserters (2)- soldiers who flee during battle

amphoras (3)- two-handled jars

Hopi (4)- Aboriginal people of northeastern Arizona

Pitcher (5) - container or jug

1. Why does the poet refer to “Greek amphoras” and “Hopi vases”? (Lines 22-23)

(A) provide analogies for the quality that she most admires

(B) provide images that support her argument

(C) provide metaphors for people whom she loves

(D) provide multi-cultural references to give the poem a wider appeal

2. What is the effect of the phrase “again and again”? (Line 11)

(A) demonstrates that people act too predictably

(B) demonstrates that the poet loves hard work

(C) emphasizes that the poet looks down on other people

(D) emphasizes that the poet loves people who are dependable

3. What literary device is evident in line 4?

(A) alliteration

(B) assonance

(C) consonance

(D) onomatopoeia

4. What does the poet mean by “parlour generals”? (Line 15)

(A) people who are lazy

(B) people who distract from the task

(C) people who give orders from a distance

(D) people who offer little guidance

5. Words such as “muck” (line 10) and “botched” (line 19) are examples of what literary term?

(A) cacophony

(B) denotation

(C) euphony

(D) hyperbole

6. In this poem, what does the use of the word “love” (lines 1 and 8) convey?

(A) a desire to be like others

(B) a quality to encourage in others

(C) a strong admiration for others

(D) an intimate connection

7. In the context of lines 1- 4, what is meant by “dallying”?

(A) getting immediately to work

(B) treading water

(C) trying to remain unseen

(D) wasting time

8. What is the dominant element used by the poet in this selection?

(A) allusion

(B) analogy

(C) emotional appeal

(D) symbolism

9. Identify two examples of figurative language and explain how each is used effectively in the poem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Poem #4

Hero

By Sheree Fitch

“We are going to the jungle”

my father and my son inform me

“Be careful of the lions”

I tell them

5 
My son ties a red terrycloth

superman cape around his neck

my father takes a walking stick

dog on leash


the trio

10
 set off on safari


They are gone many days and nights


or so it seems


for I do not worry about the lions


when my cubs have wandered off without me

15
 No need to worry


here they come now


My father is wearing the superman cape


pretending to fly through the neighbourhood


shouting superman! superman!

20
 My son is running by his side


the dog is yapping


my father in fluorescent red


is making a spectacle of himself


I can see that to my son

25
 this is not a game


of just pretend


My father scoops him up


I watch as they lift into the air


And fly the rest of the way home.

1. What is the form of this poem?

(A) blank verse

(B) free verse

(C) ode

(D) villanelle

2. In the context of line 23, what does “making a spectacle of himself” mean?

A) acting like a fool

(B) acting maturely

(C) being a nuisance

(D) being youthful

3. What point of view is used?

(A) first person

(B) second person

(C) third person limited

(D) third person omniscient

4. What literary device is used by the “superman” reference?

(A) allusion

(B) allegory

(C) caricature

(D) cliché
5. What does the mother understand about her son in the lines, “I can see that to my son/this is not a game / of just pretend”? (Lines 24-26)

(A) energy of youth

(B) importance of games

(C) lack of maturity

(D) strength of imagination

6. Using two specific references, explain the extended metaphor contained in this poem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Poem #5

Where Thereʼs A Wall
by Joy Kogawa
where there's a wall there's a way around, over, or through there's a gate 

maybe a ladder  
 
 
 
 
 
5 
a door a sentinel who sometimes sleeps 

there are secret passwords 

you can overhear 
 
 
 
 
10 

there are methods of torture for extracting clues 

to maps of underground passageways 

there are zepplins 

helicopters, rockets, bombs  
 
 
15 

bettering rams 
 
 
 
 
 
 armies with trumpets whose all at once blast 

shatters the foundations  

where there's a wall 
 
 
 
 
 
20
there are words to whisper by a loose brick wailing 
prayers to utter 

special codes to tap 

birds to carry messages 
 
 
 
 
25 
taped to their feet there are letters to be written 

novels even  

on this side of the wall 

I am standing staring at the top 
 
 
 
30
lost in the clouds 

I hear every sound you make 

but cannot see you  

I incline in the wrong direction 

a voice cries faint as in a dream 
 
 
 
35
from the belly 

of the wall 

1. Which poetic device is shown in the line “a voice cries faint as in a dream”? (35) 

a) Alliteration 

b) Metaphor 

c) Onomatopoeia 

d) Simile 

2.  Lines 14-19 are an allusion to what event? 

a) A competition 

b) A party 

c) A protest 

d) A war  

3.  What device is used in the lines “where thereʼs a wall/ there are words/ to whisper”? (20-22) 

a) Assonance 

b) Euphony
c) Metaphor 

d) Cacophony 
4.  What is the tone of the 2nd stanza of the poem? 

a) Anxious 

b) Indifferent 

c) Optimistic 

d) Snobbish 

5.  In context, what is the meaning of the word “sentinel”? (7) 

a) Guard 

b) Hostage 

c) Menace 

d) Prisoner 

6. What is the point of view for this selection? 

a) first person 

b) omniscient  

c) second person 

d) third person 

7.  What is the significance of the repetition of “thereʼs”, “there is” and  “there are”? 

a) To create a list of things 

b) To demonstrate the point of view 

c) To give emphasis to the wall 

d) To show there are multiple options 

8.  What device is used most effectively in the line “from the belly/ of the wall”? (36-37) 

a) Allusion 

b) Alliteration 

c) Personification 

d) Symbolism 

9.  Which word best describes the overall mood of the poem? 

a) Angry 

b) Impatient 

c) Inspired 

d) Overjoyed  

10.  The title is repeated in the first line for which of the following reasons? 

a) Create suspense
b) Emphasize theme 

c) Provide sarcasm 

d) Use repetition 

11. In the context of the poem, which of the following best shows what a wall  symbolizes? 

a) Barricade 

b) Hiding Place 

c) Obstacle 

d) Sacred Area 

12. What device is used in the lines “wailing prayers to utter/ special codes to tap/birds to carry messages”? (23-25) 

a) Hyperbole 

b) Irony 

c) Paradox 

d) Parallelism 

13. What device is used most effectively in the line “a sentinel who/sometimes sleeps”? (7-8) 

a) Alliteration 

b) Diction 

c) Hyperbole 

d) Imagery 

14. Which is best contrasted in stanzas 1 and 2? 

a) hate – love 

b) literal meaning – figurative meaning 

c) aggressive solutions – nonviolent solutions 

d) war – peace 

15.  What device is used in the first two lines of the poem? 

a) Cliché 

b) Humor 

c) Parody 

d) Satire 

16. Which line best shows the theme of the poem? 

a) “there are methods of torture” (11) 

b) “there are words /to whisper” (21-22) 

c) “I am standing staring at the top” (29) 

d) “I incline in the wrong direction” (34) 

17. In context, what does the word “extracting” mean? (12) 

a) Eliminating 

b) Forcing 

c) Obtaining 

d) Quoting 

18. Which device is best represented in the line “I hear every sound you make/ but cannot see you”? (32-33) 

a) Imagery 

b) Irony 

c) Paradox 

d) Theme 

19. Identify two examples of imagery and explain show they contribute to the development of theme. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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